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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1961 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 

BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  : 

THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
AND  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  sixth  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  the  year  1961.  The  report 
is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  is  in  a form  similar  to  those  of  previous  years.  The  sections 
dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area,  Housing  and  the 
Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  have  been  written  and  compiled  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  to  whom  I am  indebted.  The  final  section 
of  the  report  is  devoted  to  a brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services 
for  which  the  County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority. 

The  vital  statistics,  allowing  for  the  inevitable  small  annual  varia- 
tions, were  generally  favourable  and  in  particular  the  infant  mortality 
rate  was  encouragingly  low.  It  is  interesting,  and  contrary  to  previous 
experience,  that  the  smallest  district,  Tring,  had  the  highest  adjusted 
birth  rate  and  indeed,  in  that  district,  the  number  of  births  was  40% 
greater  than  in  the  previous  year.  An  explanation  was  forthcoming 
from  the  Census  population  returns  which  revealed  that  Tring  had  a 
population  nine  per  cent  higher  than  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate. 
The  final  details  of  the  Census  are  still  awaited  but  Tring  already  knows 
to  what  age  groups  a goodly  proportion  of  its  “newly  discovered”  popu- 
lation belongs.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  most 
certainly  do. 

The  interim  report  of  the  Census  revealed  a 66%  increase  in  the 
divisional  population  during  the  intercensal  period  with  the  Borough 
population  increasing  by  135  per  cent  and  each  other  district  by 
between  31  and  34  per  cent.  In  each  district  the  percentage  increase  in 
the  number  of  private  dwellings  more  than  kept  pace  with  the  percent- 
age increase  in  population  for  while  the  population  increased  by  66% 
in  the  intercensal  period  the  number  of  private  dwellings  increased  by 
82%  in  the  same  period. 

Of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  only  Measles  was  prevalent 
to  any  degree.  An  epidemic  of  Measles  is  to  be  expected  every  two 
years  and  last  year  was  an  epidemic  year  with  1,722  cases  notified.  For 
many  years  Measles  has  been  a very  mild  disease  and  far  more  a social 
nuisance  than  an  illness  yet  its  notification  is  still  required  by  statute. 
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Of  the  four  infectious  diseases  still  commonly  existing  in  epidemic  form. 
Measles,  Rubella,  Chicken  Pox  and  Mumps,  only  Measles  is  notifiable 
and  yet,  like  the  others,  its  presence  in  epidemic  form  would  immedi- 
ately be  known  to  the  Health  Department  through  sources  other  than 
notification.  During  the  two  months  of  the  Measles  epidemic  last  year 
the  Health  Department  received,  on  average,  140  notifications  each 
week,  a number  far  in  excess  of  that  which  the  staff  could  deal  with 
without  seriously  disrupting  the  other  duties  of  the  department.  In  any 
event  the  doctors  were  so  busy  during  the  epidemic  that  notifications 
were  invariably  sent  in  batches  rather  than  as  the  individual  cases  occur- 
red, and  usually  arrived  too  late  for  any  effective  preventive  measures 
to  be  taken.  Whether,  in  fact,  there  are  any  really  effective  preventive 
measures  which  will  curtail  an  epidemic  of  Measles  is  doubtful.  All  in 
all  compulsory  notification  merely  increases  the  nuisance  value  of 
Measles  by  causing  unnecessary  work  and  expense,  adds  nothing  to 
prevention  and  so  should  be  abandoned  as  an  onerous  yet  valueless 
procedure.  If  and  when  an  effective  vaccine  against  the  disease  is  pro- 
duced notification,  as  a means  of  testing  the  potency  of  the  vaccine, 
could  easily  be  re-introduced. 

May  I offer  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Councils  for  their 
kindly  consideration  and  continued  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to 
health,  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their  unfailing  help  and  co- 
operation and  to  the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Health  Office  for  their  loyal 
support. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  HYND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

“Churchill”,  Park  Road, 

Hemel  Hempstead,  Herts. 

August,  1962. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

R.  S.  HYND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

(also  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Daeorum  Division,  Hertfordshire  C.C.) 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector : 

Alan  C.  Horne,  d.p.a.,  f.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Smoke,  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  Birch,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors : 

D.  P.  J.  Byrne,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

J.  A.  Fish,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h. 

(Meat  and  other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H. : Housing  Management 

— Institute  of  Housing) 

K.  Whiteley,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H., 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

E.  R.  Potts,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  H.  T.  Chappell,  b.sc.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  cert,  r.s.h.and  s.i.e.j.b. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector : 

R.  C.  Sweet,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Public  Health  Inspector : 

C.  Laidman,  cert,  r.s.h.and  s.i.e.j.b.,  f.a.l.p.a. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

(also  Surveyor  and  Housing  Manager  to  the  District  Council) 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

T.  Williams  Jones,  m.r.s.h. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

(also  Surveyor  to  the  District  Council) 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1.  Genera!  Statistics 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1961 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1961 

Rateable  Value  at  3 1 st  December,  1961  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1961/62  

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  587  569  1,156 

Illegitimate  26  24  50 


Total  ...  613  593  1,206 


7,193  acres 
55,700 

16,899 

£992,211 

£3,920 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  21.6. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.0. 

STILL-BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  17  12  29 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  17  12  29 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  23.5. 
DEATHS : 


Males  209,  Females  199  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  408 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ...  7.3 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  11.3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  0.81 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  6 5 11 

Illegitimate  112 


Total  ...  7 6 13 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  10.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 9.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  40.0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  6.6 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  5.8 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  29.2 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  2.24 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.35 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

system)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.33 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 1.01 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  0.05 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.  but  includ- 
ing syphilis  and  other  V.D 0.05 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  0.00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-GeneraPs  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1961  was 
55,700  as  compared  with  51,570  at  mid- 1960.  The  excessive  increase  in 
population  as  compared  with  previous  years  is  largely  a reflection  of  the 
Census  returns  of  1961.  The  natural  increase  of  population,  i.e.,  excess 
of  births  over  deaths,  was  798. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  the  Borough  these  are 
0.74  and  1.54  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  truly  comparable 
with  those  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  need  for  such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  difference  in  the 
constitution  of  area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex 
and  age  group  components.  The  low  factor  for  births  and  the  high  factor 
for  deaths  are  both  indicative  of  the  relative  youthfulness  of  the  Borough 
population  as  compared  with  other  areas  and  the  country  as  a whole. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  1,206  live  births  was  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  75  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  16.2  for  the  previous  year  and  17.4  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  29  still-births  were  registered  during 
the  year;  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  23.5 
per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  25.0  for  1960  and  with 
18.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  408  (209 
males,  199  females),  an  increase  of  12  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  12.1  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  12.0. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respir- 
atory Diseases  and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Of  the  75  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth 
in  17  instances  was  situate  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 


infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  10.8  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  16.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  21.4  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year 
1-  5 years  ... 
5-10  years  ... 
10-15  years  ... 

1 5-20  years  . . . 
20-25  years  . . . 
25-35  years  ... 
35-45  years  ... 
45-55  years  ... 
55-65  years  . . . 
65-70  years  . . . 
70-75  years  ... 
75-80  years  ... 
80-85  years  . . . 
85-90  years  . . . 

90  years  and  over 


7 

6 

13 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

6 

4 

4 

8 

9 

6 

15 

16 

11 

27 

36 

16 

52 

27 

19 

46 

28 

33 

61 

29 

32 

61 

23 

28 

51 

16 

20 

36 

6 

15 

21 

all  causes  ...  209  199  408 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1961 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

i. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2 

1 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 



3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

1 

— 

1 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

1 

2 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

6 

— 

6 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

14 

3 

17 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

12 

12 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

7 

7 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

16 

16 

32 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18 

42 

60 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

35 

23 

58 

19. 

4 

6 

10 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

18 

24 

42 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

6 

9 

15 

22. 

Influenza  

4 

1 

5 

23. 

Pneumonia  

24 

19 

43 

24. 

Bronchitis  

20 

4 

24 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

1 

1 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

:1 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

4 i 

3 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

f 3 

— 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

- 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

5 

2 

7 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

16 

13 

29 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

2 

2 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

4 

3 

7 

35. 

Suicide  

3 

1 

4 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . 

1 

1 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

209 

199 

408 

Infant  Mortality  in  1961 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 



6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Congenital  Heart 

1 

Disease 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Congenital 
malformations 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 



3 

Prematurity 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Fibrocystic  dis- 

1 

ease  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Infanticide 

— 

— 

' 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

7 

1 

■ — 

— 

8 

3 

2 

— 

— 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


Town  Supply 

The  Council’s  water  undertaking  was  transferred  to  the  Rickmans- 
worth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  at  the  beginning  of 
January,  and  sampling  by  the  Council’s  officers  ceased  at  boreholes  and 
reservoirs.  Samples  continued  to  he  taken  from  taps  in  premises  on  the 
distribution  mains:  all  were  satisfactory.  Complaints  were  received  about 
the  hardness  of  the  water. 

Development  continued  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  the 
Water  Company  laid  4.511  miles  of  distribution  mains  and  0.427  miles 
of  trunk  mains.  The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  during  1961 
was  3.04  million  gallons  per  day. 

Private  Supplies 

Twenty-two  houses  are  still  supplied  by  private  wells  or  bores.  Two 
out  of  thirty-three  samples  taken  from  these  sources  were  unsatisfactory. 
Seven  houses  draw  their  water  from  the  main  supply  via  standpipes. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water 
mains  and  from  wells: 


12 


Total  Number  in  Borough  

Dwellings 

17,046* 

Persons 

5 6,000 1 

Number  supplied  from  main : 

1.  Direct  

17,017 

55,907 

2.  To  outside  standpipes  

7 

20 

17,024 

55,927 

Number  supplied  by  wells  

22 

73 

* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer.  t Estimate. 


Water  Samples  taken  during  1961 


Description 

of 

Samples 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAM. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated  

43 

43 

Private  Supplies 

33 

31 

2 

Swimming  Pool 

22 

22 

Public  Swimming  Bath 

The  Borough  has  one  modern  open-air  swimming  bath  situated  in 
Park  Road.  The  pool  is  filled  from  the  main  water  supply,  and  is 
equipped  with  filters  and  break-point  chlorination  plant.  Twenty-two 
samples  were  taken  from  various  points  in  the  pool  and  all  were 
satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Most  areas  of  the  Borough  are  sewered,  but  there  are  still  some  un- 
sewered districts,  where  152  cesspools  are  emptied  under  contract  by  the 
Council:  in  other  cases  householders  make  their  own  arrangements.  In 
the  Pancake  Lane  area  of  Leverstock  Green  new  sewers  were  constructed 
and  17  houses  were  connected,  with  the  abolition  of  13  cesspools.  The 
two  principle  unsewered  areas  are  now  Felden  and  Bourne  End : survey 
work  in  the  latter  is  already  in  hand  and  it  is  hoped  to  provide  a sewer 
system  shortly. 

In  the  past  ten  years  77  cesspools  have  been  abolished  and  101 
premises  connected  to  the  sewer. 

A total  of  6,020  yards  of  foul  sewers  and  13,566  yards  of  surface 
water  sewers  was  laid,  mainly  by  the  Council  and  the  Development 
Corporation. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1931 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities  

19 

4 

— 

— 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 

QQ 

Q 

the  Local  Authority 

ZUj 

yy 

7 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

39* 

72 

9 

— 

TOTAL  

261 

175 

18 

— 

* Sites  of  Building  operations  and  works  of  Engineering  construction. 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

- (1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences : 

(a)  insufficient  

- (6) 

1 (2) 

_ 

_ 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective . 

8 (3) 

6 (4) 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences  

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

10  (10) 

8 (6) 

1 

1 

— 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  building  sites,  and  are  totalled  separately. 


3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel 61 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper  80 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total  ...  145 


14 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 

Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Plousing  Acts  86 

Occupancy  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  443 

Rent  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  58 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  73 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

Council  house  removals  234 

Problem  families  and  old  people  ...  ...  ...  11 

Water  supplies 82 

Rivers  and  streams  7 

Drainage  and  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  640 

Refuse  and  sewage  disposal 75 

Moveable  dwellings  118 

Canal  boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Factories,  workplaces,  farms  and  outworkers’  premises  ...  107 

Building  sites  72 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Theatres,  cinemas  and  public  halls 7 

Swimming  pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  306 

Petroleum  Acts  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  452 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Pests  Act — rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,287 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  42 

Flies  and  insects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

Clean  Air  Act — visits  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,956 

Smoke  observations  and  boiler-house  visits  ...  ...  ...  83 

Fairgrounds  35 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  881 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  883 

Talks  to  organisations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Attendances  at  court  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,074 
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FOOD  premises: 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  ...  ...  ...  40 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 47 

Bakehouses  2 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  144 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  ...  ...  265 

Public  market  and  foodstalls 383 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  114 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  251 

Food  inspection  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Food  vending  machines  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Nuisances  Abated ; Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 

Houses  1,217 

Moveable  dwellings  removed  from  site  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Food  premises  including  stalls  and  vehicles*  ...  ...  ...  300 

Shops  (including  Welfare) 90 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  7 

Licensed  premises 43 

Slaughterhouses  8 


*These  figures  refer  only  to  improvements  to  existing  buildings: 
improvements  to  new  premises  prior  to  occupation  are  not  included. 

Notices  Served  md  Compiled  with 


Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

31.12.60 

1961 

1961 

31.12.61 

Informal 

42 

88 

90 

40 

Formal  

HOUSING  ACTS 

— 

10 

4 

6 

Informal  (Repairs) 

46 

28 

19 

55 

Formal  (Repairs) 

SHOPS  ACT 

1 

3 

— 

4 

Informal  ... 

FACTORIES  ACT 

69 

31 

79 

21 

Informal  ... 

AGRICULTURAL  ACT 

7 

17 

14 

10 

Informal  

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

4 

— 

2 

2 

Informal  ... 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

78 

81 

123 

36 

Informal 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACTS 

18 

41 

32 

27 

Informal 

CARAVAN  SITES,  ETC.,  ACT 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Informal 

OTHER  ACTS 

1 

10 

8 

3 

Informal  ... 

3 

4 

6 

1 

269 

318 

382 

205 
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Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


Clean  Air 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  Minister  having  given  his  approval  in  principle  to  the  proposed 
smoke  control  areas  at  Highfield,  a detailed  survey  of  all  the  properties 
concerned  was  carried  out.  The  first  area  comprised  504  properties  at 
the  time  of  the  survey,  and  the  second  452.  Building  is  still  in  progress, 
and  the  total  number  of  properties  planned  so  far  will  be  in  the  region 
of  860  in  area  No.  1 and  762  in  area  No.  2. 


As  most  of  the  premises  are  of  post-war  construction,  and  therefore 
already  contain  suitable  fuel  burning  appliances,  comparatively  little 
work  of  adaptation  will  be  required,  and  the  costs  eligible  for  grant  will 
be  very  low. 


Both  the  Council  and  the  Kernel  Hempstead  Development  Corpora- 
tion Housing  Departments  have  advised  incoming  tenants  to  burn 
smokeless  fuels,  and  the  following  table  shows  how  responsive  they  have 
been.  In  the  first  area,  the  earlier  tenants  were  in  occupation  some  years 
before  smoke  control  had  been  agreed  upon,  but  even  so  the  number  of 
smokeless  houses  is  very  gratifying.  Since  these  figures  were  obtained, 
more  tenants  have  changed  over  to  smokeless  fuel  burning. 

Area  No.  1 

Use  smokeless  fuels  only 

Use  coal  and  coke  mixed  ... 

Use  coal  only  

Area  No.  2 

Use  smokeless  fuels  only 

Use  coal  and  coke  mixed  ... 

Use  coal  only  


60% 

25% 

15% 


88% 

9% 

3% 


The  estimated  additional  quantity  of  smokeless  fuels  required  to 
replace  the  coal  now  used  is  620  tons  per  year,  and  there  will  be  extra 
gas  and  electricity  consumed. 

It  it  hoped  that  no  objections  will  be  made  to  the  Minister  about 
the  smoke  control  orders  he  has  been  asked  to  confirm  so  that  they  will 
come  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1963. 


Fuel  Stores 

Smokeless  fuels,  particularly  those  intended  for  use  on  open  fires, 
are  much  more  bulky  than  bituminous  coal  and  a large  number  of  the 
fuel  stores  provided  at  houses  are  far  too  small.  Compared  with  the 
50  cubic  feet  occupied  by  a ton  of  coal,  smokeless  fuels,  including  coke, 
require  from  90  to  110  cubic  feet.  On  a survey  of  new  housing  estates, 
it  was  found  that  capacities  ranged  from  as  low  as  15  cubic  feet  when 
one  appliance  was  fitted  to  an  occasional  80  cubic  feet  for  two  appli- 
ances. In  terms  of  the  least  dense  fuel  this  allows  for  only  3 cwts.  in  the 
smallest  store  and  15  cwts.  in  the  largest.  Not  only  is  it  more  convenient 
for  fuel  to  be  delivered  in  larger  loads,  but  householders  should  be  able 
to  take  advantage  of  summer  prices  and  buying  in  bulk. 
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Health  Education 


Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  address  local  organisations  on  the 
work  of  the  public  health  'inspector.  These  talks  are  illustrated  by 
colour  slides  showing  the  inspectors  actually  on  the  job,  the  photographs 
having  all  been  taken  in  the  Borough.  It  is  felt  that  this  is  time  well 
spent,  and  an  increasing  number  of  people  get  in  touch  with  the  depart- 
ment to  discuss  their  problems. 


HOUSING 

Frogmore  Crescent  Clearance  Area 

Following  a visit  by  his  Inspector,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  confirmed  the  Frogmore  Crescent  Clearance  Order, 
provided  that  the  occupiers  are  rehoused  within  two  years. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Closing  or  demolition  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  ten  dwelling- 
houses;  three  houses  were  demolished  and  four  were  closed.  Sixteen 
families  were  rehoused,  including  ten  from  the  temporary  bungalows 
in  Crabtree  Lane. 

Special  Housing  Survey 

A Housing  Survey,  with  the  prime  object  of  determining  the  num- 
ber of  houses  which  would  become  obsolescent  in  the  next  twenty  years, 
was  carried  out  in  the  pre-war  parts  of  the  town  and  included  the  post- 
war Council  estates.  The  questionnaire  was  drawn  up  in  consultation 
with  the  County  Planning  Officer,  but  all  the  field  work  was  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Reports  were  submitted  by  both  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  County  Planning  Officer. 


As  there  is  no  statutory  definition  of  “obsolescent”  the  following 
was  adopted: — 

(1)  Those  dwellings,  not  already  included  in  the  Council’s  five 
year  slum  clearance  plan,  which  can  be  expected  to  be  ripe  for 
demolition  under  existing  Housing  Act  standards  within  the 
next  twenty  years, 

and 

(2)  Those  dwellings  which  would  not  be  worthy  of  expense  on, 
or  could  not  physically  provide  for,  the  five  standard  amenities 
should  these  be  made  obligatory,  and  which  would  therefore 
be  considered  unfit. 

All  houses  likely  to  fall  within  this  definition  were  inspected  in 
some  detail  and  373  were  noted. 

Twenty  per  cent  of  the  remaining  6,865  houses  were  visited  and  the 
questionnaires  completed.  Items  included  — whether  owner/occupied 
or  rented;  number  of  rooms:  number  of  families  and  persons  occupying, 
divided  into  age  groups;  areas  where  employed  persons  worked;  years 
of  residence  in  house  and  in  the  borough;  use  of  smokeless  fuels.  Some 
interesting  points  emerged. 
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Al  56%  of  all  houses,  the  five  standard  amenities  were  available, 
but  at  13%  (some  900  houses  in  the  town)  there  were  none.  The  Hous- 
ing Act  standard  for  overcrowding  is  no  longer  realistic:  only  0.29%  of 
houses  were  overcrowded,  in  0.44%  the  number  of  occupiers  equalled 
the  permitted  number  and  99.27%  were  undercrowded.  Using  a more 
realistic  bedroom  standard  (less  than  70  sq.  ft.  — nil,  70 — 110  sq.  ft.  — 1 
person,  over  110  sq.  ft.  — 2 persons)  12.24%  of  houses  were  overcrowded 
19.59%  equalled  the  permitted  number  and  68.17%  were  undercrowded. 
On  this  standard,  overcrowding  was  more  severe  on  Council  estates  than 
in  private  enterprise  houses.  Clean  air  is  obviously  “selling”.  Although 
the  first  smoke  control  areas  will  not  be  in  operation  until  1963,  and 
the  survey  excluded  the  Development  Corporation  estates  — all  post 
war,  47%  of  the  households  in  the  town  were  burning  some  smokeless 
fuels,  including  22%  who  used  nothing  else. 

The  Housing  Manager  remarks: — 

“Substantially  fewer  houses  were  completed  during  the  past  year 
than  in  the  previous  one.  However  the  sixty-six  new  houses  and  eight 
bedroomed  flats  which  were  handed  over  during  the  year  made  it  pos- 
sible to  house  seventy-four  applicants  from  the  waiting  list,  whilst  sixty- 
five  existing  tenants  were  transferred  to  accommodation  more  suited  to 
their  requirements.  All  the  tenants  remaining  on  the  site  required  for 
the  New  Town  Hall  were  rehoused  and  also  a further  ten  tenants  occu- 
pying temporary  bungalows.  Ten  families  were  housed  from  unfit 
property  and  a start  was  made  on  rehousing  the  Frogmore  Crescent 
tenants. 

“The  slower  rate  of  new  building  , however,  combined  with  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  families  applying  for  accommodation,  has 
resulted  in  quite  a substantial  rise  in  the  number  of  applicants  on  the 
waiting  list,  and  the  figure  is  now  higher  than  it  has  been  for  several 
years  past.” 

During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Prefabricated . . . 

1 

Permanent  Brick  

30 

3-bedroorn,  non-parlour 

320 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

74 

3-bedroom,  parlour  (15) 
3-bedroom,  non-parlour  (51) 

267 

1 -bedroom  flats  (8) 
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The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  3 1. 12.61  was 

as  follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  op 
to  31.12.61: 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Type 

Crabtree  Lane  

54 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 

Crabtree  Lane  

31 

Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 

Wood  Crescent  .... 

19 

Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 

Adeyfield  

102 

Permanent  Prefabricated — 3-bedroom 

Adeyfield  

178 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses,  1 and  2-bedroom  flats  and 

Old  People’s  Bungalows 

Belswains  Estate  ... 

186 

Permanent  Brick — 2,  3 and  4-bedroom 

houses,  and  bungalows. 

Beechfield  Estate . . . 

188 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses  and  bungalows 

Oakdene  Road  

6 

Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 

Fairway  

40 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 

Stonelea  Road  ..... 

14 

Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 

Vauxhall  Road  .... 

14 

Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 

Seaton  Road  

1 

Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 

Oeaconsfield  Road 

1 

Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 

Oliver  Road  

2 

Permanent  Brick — 2-bedroom 

Warners  End  

58 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 

Highfield  Estate  ... 

591 

Permanent  Brick — 1,  2,  and  3-bedrooms, 
flats,  maisonettes  and  Old  People’s 
Bungalows. 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.61: 


Site 

No.  of 
houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Beechfield  Scheme  7 . 

12 

1-bedroom  flats 

12 

8 

Wheelers  Lane 

15 

3-bedroom,  parlour 

15 

3 

Wood  Crescent  East  . 

15 

3-bedroom,  parlour 

15 

Nil 

Depot 

2 

3 -bedroom 

2 

1 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  Le.,  schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.61: 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Wood  Crescent  West  . 

15 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Highfield  Scheme  7... 

20 

1 -bedroom  fiats  (10),  3 -bedroom 
non-parlour  maisonettes 

Highfield  Scheme  12... 

93 

— 

Highfield  Scheme  13... 

130 

— 

Highfield  Scheme  11... 

115 

— 
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Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  (after 

annual  review  early  in  1962) 870 


I am  indebted  to  the  Kernel  Hempstead  Development  Corporation 
for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the  New  Town: — 

1.  Housing: 

1961  saw  664  new  dwellings  completed,  comprising: — 

28  bed  sitters 
148  one-bedroom 
124  two-bedroom 
317  three-bedroom 
47  four-bedroom 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  completed  since  designation — 9,770. 
The  664  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  were  distributed  as 


follows: — 

Adeyfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Bennetts  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Gadebridge  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Warners  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Highfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  299 

Chaulden 17 

The  number  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1961  was 
991,  allocated  as  follows: — 

Adeyfield 113 

Bennetts  End  ...  79 

Chaulden 36 

Gadebridge  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Highfield 234 

Leverstock  Green 401 

Warners  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 


Six  hundred  and  eleven  dwellings  were  newly  occupied  during  the 
year,  making  total  of  newcomers  to  the  town  as  a result  of  (lie  Corpora- 
tion’s development  34,000. 

2,  Industry: 

At  the  end  of  the  year  55  new  factories  with  3 extensions  with  a 
total  floor  space  of  1,761,307  sq.  ft.  were  in  operation,  employing 
approximately  8,000  people.  Four  factories  under  construction  — 
362,960  sq.  ft.,  4 extensions  under  construction — 164,500  sq.  ft. 

3,  Shops: 

By  the  end  of  1961,  168  town  centre  shops  and  123  in  the  neigh- 
bourhoods had  been  completed.  6 shops  under  construction  in  neigh- 
bourhoods. 
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4.  Schools: 


Two  new  schools  completed  and  two  additional  classrooms  (1,190 
places),  making  a total  of  24  (9,770  places).  Four  schools  (1,600  places) 
under  construction. 

5.  Commercial  Offices: 

Three  new  buildings  (54,407  sq.  ft.)  completed,  making  a total  of 
27  office  units  totalling  162,836  sq.  ft.  and  employing  approximately 
820.  Two  buildings  under  construction  (34,700  sq,  ft.). 

6.  Notes: 

Water  Gardens  almost  completed;  the  new  Plough  roundabout  in 
its  final  stage  of  completion  and  work  is  progressing  on  the  Town  Centre 
By-pass. 

The  new  Master  Plan  for  Pfemel  Hempstead  has  been  approved  by 
the  Minister  of  Housing.  This  will  provide  for  a population  of  80,000. 
In  his  comments  the  Minister  asked  the  Corporation  to  consider  ways 
and  means  of  increasing  playing  field  provision  from  the  figure  of  four 
acres  per  1,000,  and  the  Corporation  is  doing  so. 

Three  new  Car  Parks  almost  completed  with  space  for  503  cars, 
and  a new  tiered  Car  Park  will  be  commenced  shortly. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Food  Hygiene 

All  school  canteens  were  inspected  at  intervals  throughout  the 
year.  Even  the  newly  opened  ones  often  have  features  of  design  which 
prove  unhelpful  to  the  staff.  The  County  Education  Officer  has  been 
notified  of  all  matters  needing  attention,  and  much  of  the  work  has  been 
carried  out  or  is  in  hand. 

Lectures  and  talks,  however  frequent  and  however  well  delivered, 
can  never  take  the  place  of  visits  and  inspections.  It  was  not  possible 
to  make  nearly  as  many  visits  to  food  premises  as  was  desirable,  but 
some  very  useful  work  was  carried  out  by  the  inspectors.  As  has  been 
stated  before,  three  problems  are  constantly  met:  (1)  changes 
of  staff,  (2)  lack  of  space,  particularly  in  the  stores  and  (3) 
lack  of  hygiene  interest  and  understanding  among  all  grades  of 
employees,  from  the  new  junior  to  the  managing  director.  Fortunately 
there  is  an  increasing  number  of  shops,  both  local  and  multiple,  where 
hygiene  really  does  mean  something,  but  there  is  a very  long  way  to  go 
before  satisfactory  conditions  will  be  found  in  every  food  premises  at 
all  times. 
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Coloured  photography  was  used  in  a new  approach  to  educate  food 
handlers.  Films  and  film  strips  are  very  useful,  hut  are  impersonal  and 
tend  to  be  regarded  by  some  employees  as  not  applying  to  them.  It 
was  decided  to  take  the  camera  into  the  premises  from  which  personnel 
would  be  attending  food  lectures,  and  to  use  the  colour  transparencies 
in  those  lectures. 

No  warning  was  given,  the  inspectors  arriving  at  the  shops  or  can- 
teens quite  unexpectedly  to  take  photographs  of  premises  and  procedures 
— both  good  and  bad.  Care  was  taken  that,  in  any  photograph  used 
to  criticise  either  premises,  persons  or  procedures,  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  anyone,  except  employees  at  that  particular  place,  to  recognise 
either  the  premises  or  the  persons  concerned. 

The  results  exceeded  expectations  and  a good  library  of  slides  has 
been  built  up,  with  sections  such  as  “Personal  Hygiene”,  “Food  Stores”, 
“Temperature  Control”  and  “The  Dustbin  Department”. 

In  talking  to  groups  drawn  from  different  premises,  care  was  taken 
that  no  reference  was  made  linking  a slide  with  any  particular  address, 
but  it  was  emphasised  that  “these  photographs  were  taken  in  Hemel 
Hempstead.” 

Slide-illustrated  talks  were  given  to  200  canteen  workers,  including 
the  whole  of  the  schools  canteen  service.  Use  was  also  made  of  the 
slides  in  talks  to  170  school  children,  mostly  girls,  when  the  need  for 
food  hygiene  at  home  and  in  the  domestic  science  room  was  stressed. 
Doubtless  some  of  these  young  people  will  enter  various  branches  of 
the  food  trade. 


Retail  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1961  was: — 


Butchers  35 

Fishmongers — Wet  and  dried  fish  only 2 

Wet,  dried  and  fried  fish 9 

Grocers  48 

Greengrocers  18 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade— not  included  above)  ...  28 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes) 29 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences) 50 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation,  etc.  ...  ...  39 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream 110 

Number  of  premises  concerned  in  above  ...  264 


Milk  Distribution 

Two  farms  bottle  milk  for  retail  sale:  they  are  registered  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

There  are  no  milk  processing  or  bottling  plants  in  the  Council’s 
area. 
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The  six  registered  dairies  are  merely  depots,  from  which  milk  is 
distributed  in  the  bottles  in  which  it  is  received. 

There  are  now  two  milk  vending  machines  in  the  Borough.  These 
are  checked  regularly,  and  samples  taken  both  for  analysis  and  bacteri- 
ological examination. 


Milk  Samples  Takers 
Bacteriological  Examination 


Designated  Milk — 

Produced  in  Borough 

Produced  outside  Borough 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Pasteurised  

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Farm  Bottled)  ... 

46 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Biological  (Tubercu- 

losis  & Br.  Abortus) 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  in  the  Borough.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  vehicle  manufacturing  soft  ice-cream  has  raised  hygiene 
problems,  and  it  is  obvious  that  more  of  these  vehicles  will  appear  in 
1962.  The  large  manufacturers  realise  that  they  must  be  prepared  to 
meet  this  new  demand  and  fleets  of  vehicles  are  being  equipped. 

Slaughterhouses 

Although  the  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough,  attached  to  a 
butcher’s  shop,  was  reconditioned  during  the  year,  only  6 calves  were 
slaughtered.  This  slaughterhouse  now  complies  with  statutory  standards 
and  is  suitable  for  a limited  amount  of  slaughtering,  excluding  cattle. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  at  slaughterhouses : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed 



— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Number  inspected  

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY  I 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

_____ 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No  cysticercosis  was  found 
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Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Complaints  included  reports  by  customers  concerning  such  items 
as  dirty  milk  bottles,  foreign  bodies  in  food,  maggots  in  chocolates, 
mouldy  food  and  alleged  fat  deficiency  in  milk.  Wherever  possible  a 
full  investigation  is  made.  The  food  trades  find  that  close  co-operation 
with  local  authorities  in  such  investigations  is  valuable  and  may  lead 
them  to  discover  some  short-coming  in  their  processing,  in  methods  of 
distribution  or  among  their  staff. 

Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip.  The  following  foodstuffs  were  so  dealt  with  after  voluntary 
surrender: — 


Carcase  meat  and  offal  ... 

... 

• • • 

625  lbs. 

Turkeys 

116  lbs. 

Fish 

257  lbs. 

Tinned  meat 

394  lbs. 

Cockles  

13  lbs. 

Flour  

23  lbs. 

Vegetables  

706  lbs. 

Bananas  

84  lbs. 

Pomegranates  

200 

Oranges  

990 

Melons 

10 

Grapefruit  

24 

Tins,  jars  or  packets 

...  1,062 

The  above  table  shows  a quantity  of  fruit  and  vegetables  found  to 

be  unfit  for  food.  Inspection  followed  a fire  at  a greengrocer’s  shop, 
when  it  was  necessary  to  judge  which  food  had  been  affected  and  which 
was  suitable  for  sale. 

A consignment  of  Irish  turkeys  had  been  delayed  in  transit  at 
Christmas  time,  and  a number  were  found  to  be  unfit. 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 

Fifty  samples  were  submitted  to  the  public  analyst,  and  only  two 
call  for  comment.  A Christmas  novelty  in  the  form  of  a small  chocolate 
bottle  wrapped  in  fo-il  bore  a label  with  the  words  “Brezno  Liqueur, 
product  of  Czechoslovakia,  80%  proof,  pint  % National  Distillers, 
Krasne  Brezno,  Czechoslovakia”.  The  analyst  stated  that  no  liqueur 
was  present,  nor  was  there  any  trace  to  suggest  that  it  had  leaked  out 
after  filling.  At  the  time  of  purchase  it  was  suggested  that  an  explana- 
tory label  should  be  displayed:  the  suppliers  were  notified. 

Pork  chipolata  sausages  were  sampled  at  a hospital  where  they  are 
supplied  under  a contract  requiring  68%  meat  content.  The  analyst 
reported  that  the  meat  content  was  only  53%,  a deficiency  of  22%. 
Proceedings  were  not  instituted  as  there  had  been  a minor  infringement 
of  the  sampling  procedure.  A further  sample  was  taken  a few  weeks 
later,  but  the  report  had  not  been  received  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 

year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

30 

3 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

1,117 

4 

Nil 

Dysentery  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  

2 

2 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

16 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

6 

4 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 
| Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Meningococca 

Meningitis 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  ... 

— 

— 

35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 to  2 years  . 

1 

— 

85 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 to  3 years  . 

4 

— 

138 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 to  4 years  . 

2 

— 

139 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 to  5 years  . 

6 

— 

164 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 to  10  years  . 

10 

4 

534 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

10  to  15  years  . 

6 

— 

20 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

15  to  20  years  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  35  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

35  to  45  years  . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  65  years  . 

— 

— - 

65  years  & over 

Age  unknown  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— — 

Total  Cases 

Notified  

30 

4 

1,117 

2 

2 

1 

1 

16 

2 

6 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1961 

259 

226 

12 

33 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

20 

2 

2 

2 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers-in,  etc.)  

18 

11 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 
during  the  year : 

19 

21 

1 

8 

Total  number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

278 

218 

14 

27 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 years  ... 

_ 

1 — 5 years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

5 — 10  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years  ... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  ... 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

55 — 65  years  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

2 

— 

2 

" 

1 

' 

Totals  

21 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

■ — 

— 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,231  acres  and  contains 
the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Chipperfield,  Flaunden,  Rovingdon, 
Great  Gaddesden,  Flamstead  and  Markyate. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid-1961  ...  13,740 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1961  4,250 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1961  £164,381 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1961/62  £620 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

T otal 

112 

93 

205 

5 

6 

11 

Total  ...  117  99  216 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  15.7 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  15.7 

STILL-BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  4 1 5 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  4 1 5 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still  births):  21.6 


DEATHS : 

Males  56;  Females  66  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


122 

8.9 

9.9 
Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

1 — 1 


1 — 1 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  ... 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  


4.6 

4.9 

Nil 

0.0 

0.0 

21.6 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases  2.98 

Cancer  2.18 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1.82 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 

Respiratory  System)  0.73 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  0.00 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.,  but 

including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  0.15 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1961  was 
13,740  as  compared  with  13,760  at  mid- 1960.  The  reduction  in  the 
Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  stems  from  the  additional 
information  gained  from  the  Census  taken  in  April  1961.  The  natural 
increase  of  the  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  94 
compared  with  1 1 4 for  the  previous  year. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  these  are 
1.00  and  1.11  respectively.  The  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity 
indicates  that  your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distri- 
bution the  standard  population  of  the  country. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  23  6 live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  27 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  15.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  17.7  for  the  previous  year  and  17.4  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  five  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year;  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth  rate  was  21.6 
per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  20.2  for  the  previous 
year  and  with  18.7  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  122, 
a decrease  of  7 as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  10.7  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  12.0  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  4.6  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  24.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  21.4  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 10  years 
10 — 15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25—35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 70  years 
70 — 75  years 
75—80  years 
80 — 85  years 
85 — 90  years 
90  years  and  over 


ALL  CAUSES  . . . 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 



5 

7 

4 

11 

7 

6 

13 

6 

8 

14 

9 

9 

18 

9 

13 

oo 

6 

16 

22 

4 

8 

12 

1 • 

2 

3 

56 

66 

122 
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Causes  of  Death  lai  1961 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .. 

— = 

— 

— . 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  

1 

— 

1 

4,  Diphtheria  



— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— . 

— - 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  



— , 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  



— 

— 

8.  Measles  

— . 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

1 

. 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

3 

3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

4 

1 

5 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- — 

4 

4 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

* 

1 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

10 

6 

16 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

— 

• — < 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

6 

19 

25 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  

11 

8 

19 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

1 

1 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease  

3 

10 

13 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

6 

7 

22.  Influenza  

— 

1 

1 

23.  Pneumonia  

2 

2 

4 

24.  Bronchitis  

3 

1 

4 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

1 

_ 

I 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— - 

! 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— ■ 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— . 

I 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   



_ 



31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

3 

1 

4 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  

3 

— 

3 

34.  All  other  accidents  

1 

2 

3 

35.  Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

56 

66 

> 

122 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1961 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1—2  weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

[ 

Total  under 

1 year 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

! i 

0 

0 

0 

1 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  samples  taken  during  1961 : — 

Public  ...  ...  2 (satisfactory) 

Private  8,  of  which  4 

were  unsatisfactory 

The  main  water  is  supplied  to  the  District  by  the  following 
Authorities: — - 

Southern  Parishes  and  Potten  End — Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

Northern  Parishes — Heme!  Hempstead  Rural  District  Council. 

The  Heme!  Hempstead  R.D.C.  is  about  to  dispose  of  its  under- 
takings to  the  Luton  Water  Company. 

There  are  still  a number  of  premises  with  private  supplies.  Three 
premises  depend  upon  rainwater.  The  other  private  supplies  are  mostly 
derived  from  deep  boreholes  in  the  chalk,  but  there  are  still  a few 
premises  dependent  upon  shallow  wells. 

All  main  water  supplied  in  the  district  is  of  excellent  bacterial 
quality.  No  restrictions  as  to  supply  have  been  imposed.  The  rainfall  for 
the  year  was  27.89  ins.  In  1960  it  was  37.85  ins.  The  official  average 
for  23  years  is  28.6  ins. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 
Caravans  have  been  included  as  “standpipe  supply”: — 
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Parish 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  By  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Bovingdon  

2,830 

943 

2,830 

Nil 

Nil 

Flamstead  

1,250 

416 

1,200 

30 

100 

Flaunden  

200 

62 

200 

Nil 

Nil 

Great  Gaddesden  

1,100 

366 

1,093 

2 

7 

Kings  Langley  

4,350 

1,450 

4,350 

Nil 

Nil 

Chipperfield  

1,550 

516 

1,517 

10 
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Markyate  

2,250 

750 

2,230 

Nil 

Nil 

All  figures  are  estimated. 


The  number  of  premises  in  the  Rural  District  dependant  on  private 
supplies  is  believed  to  number  approximately  150.  3 premises  are  known 
to  rely  upon  rainwater. 


Swimming  Bath 

At  Bovingdon  County  Primary  School  a swimming  pool,  complete 
with  chlorinated  plant,  was  virtually  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
but  is  not  yet  in  use. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Sewerage  and  Drainage 

The  year  has  seen  important  progress.  The  completion  of  the  Bov- 
ingdon and  Flaunden  scheme  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  the  Mark- 
yate  and  Flamstead  scheme  at  the  end  of  the  year,  has  meant  that,  with 
the  exception  of  Chipperfield  and  the  associated  portion  of  Kings 
Langley,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  built-up  areas  of  the  district  can  now 
be  properly  drained.  There  are  still  considerable  areas  where  main 
drainage  is  not  available,  and  never  likely  to  be  available,  but  a great 
step  forward  has  been  made  with  village  centres. 

The  rate  of  connection  to  the  sewer  has  been  fast,  but  a much 
longer  time  will  have  to  elapse  before  all  the  pail  closets  in  sewered 
areas  are  abolished.  The  Council’s  policy  in  this  respect  is  to  allow  a 
reasonable  time  for  owners  to  connect  to  the  sewer  and  construct  W.C.’s, 
but  after  this  time  collection  is  withdrawn.  This  time  is  dictated  by  the 
speed  at  which  the  Council’s  own  houses  can  be  converted. 

The  present  drainage  position  is: — 

Kings  Langley  : Substantially  the  whole  village  is  drained  to  the  West 
Herts  Main  Drainage  Authority’s  Sewer,  which  passes  through  the  parish 
following  the  line  of  the  canal.  Unsewered  portions  include  a large 
part  of  Rucklers  Lane,  Chipperfield  Road,  Barnes  Lane  and  other 
outlying  areas. 

Chipperfield ; Tower  Hill  and  New  Road  have  been  connected  to  the 
Bovingdon  scheme.  The  rest  of  the  parish  is  unsewered,  but  small  works 
serve  both  the  Council  Estates  (Nunfield  and  Croft  Lane). 
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Bovingdon  and  Flaunden  Both  villages  are  substantially  sewered  and 
drained  to  an  activated  sludge  plant  once  serving  only  the  airport.  Un- 
sewered portions  of  Bovingdon  include  Water  Lane,  Pudds  Cross,  Box 
Lane,  Bushfield  Road,  Shothanger  Way,  Stoney  Lane,  Flaunden  Lane, 
Felden  and  other  outlying  places. 

Great  Gaddesden  Small  sewage  disposal  plants  serve  Great  Gaddesden 
Village  and  Jockey  End,  Gaddesden  Row.  The  remainder  of  this  very 
scattered  parish  is  unsewered,  Potten  End  requires  to  be  sewered,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  arrange  this  in  conjunction  with  the  Berkhamsted 
R.D.C.  at  a not  too  distant  date. 

Markyate  and  Flamstead A new  sewage  disposal  works  has  been  built 
at  Markyate  and  this  takes  substantially  the  whole  of  Flamstead  and 
Markyate  villages.  It  is  contemplated  that  the  works  will  be  enlarged  to 
take  sewage  from  Whipsnade  in  the  Luton  R.D.C.  area.  A few  houses 
in  Markyate  parish  are  drained  to  the  Luton  R.D.C:  system  serving 
Caddington,  the  sewage  disposal  works  of  which  are  in  this  district 

Farm  Drainage 

This  continues  to  be  a very  difficult  problem.  Unless  public  ameni- 
ties are  disturbed  it  is  not  usual  for  sanitary  authorities  to  intervene, 
but  in  this  district  with  its  generally  impervious  soil  the  proper  drainage 
of  farms  without  causing  nuisance  is  difficult. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

The  service  reached  its  maximum  output  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  when  it  was  very  difficult  to  keep  pace  with  demand.  As  antici- 
pated, the  sewering  of  Bovingdon  has  greatly  reduced  the  demand,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  the  service  is  in  the  awkward  transitional  stage 
when  there  is  too  much  work  for  one  machine  and  team,  and  not  enough 
work  for  two  teams.  Ironically  the  reduction  of  the  work  will  not  make 
prompt  service  any  easier  if  the  work  is  to  be  carried  out  economically, 
and  the  actual  cost  per  load  will  increase. 

During  the  year  4,810  loads  were  removed,  which  compares  with 
5,148  of  the  previous  year.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  output  will  exceed  3,300 
loads  annually  in  future. 

The  decreased  demand  has  enabled  better  but  more  time  consum- 
ing methods  of  disposal  to  be  adopted. 

The  R.D.C.  carry  out  cesspool  emptying  as  required  in  the  Berk- 
hamsted U.D. 

E.C.  Collection: 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  premises  with  pails  collected 
was  425,  of  which  126  were  collected  twice  a week.  At  the  same  time 
last  year  the  figures  were  495  and  136.  There  are  a few  premises  in  the 
northern  parishes  from  which  pails  are  not  collected  (Dunstable  Road 
and  Half  Moon  Lane),  but  otherwise  the  whole  of  the  district  is  covered 
by  the  collection.  With  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  pails  anticipated 
over  the  next  two  years  the  collection  service  will  taper  oft. 
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Refuse  Disposal 

This  is  becoming  for  most  districts  in  Hertfordshire  away  from  the 
gravei  pit  belt  an  increasingly  difficult  problem,  and  one  that  is  likely 
in  the  years  to  come  to  be  an  expensive  item. 

As  far  as  this  Rural  District  is  concerned,  the  long  term  answer  is 
likely  to  be  found  in  the  large  excavations  in  the  St.  Albans  area,  but 
until  such  time  as  all  local  resources  are  exhausted  the  economics  of  the 
long  term  solution  are  not  likely  to  commend  themselves. 

During  the  year  the  whole  of  the  refuse  disposal  was  concentrated 
at  the  Council’s  tip  adjoining  the  depot  at  Nash  Mills  Lane,  Kings 
Langley.  To  carry  out  proper  control  a new  four-wheel  drive  mechani- 
cal shovel  was  purchased.  The  procedure  is  to  dig  out  the  old  refuse  tip 
and  transport  it  to  the  new  tip  face  and  cover.  To  reinforce  control,  the 
tip  face  is  dusted  with  gammexane  or  DDT  nightly  during  the  trouble- 
some fly  season.  It  is  impossible  to  prevent  all  fly  infestation  from  the 
tip  but  during  the  year  under  review  the  problem  was  kept  in  check 
and  no  very  serious  complaint  was  made. 

The  life  of  the  Nash  Mills  tip  is  problematic,  depending  how  high 
the  tip  is  allowed  to  go.  As  the  land  forms  an  enclave  between  a high 
railway  bank  and  the  canal  there  seems  to  be  no  particular  reason  why 
the  bank  should  not  finish  somewhere  near  the  height  of  embankment 
As  a complication  the  trunk  sewer  of  the  West  Herts.  Main  Drainage 
Authority  runs  under  the  site,  but  it  has  been  agreed  to  raise  the 
manholes  on  the  line  of  the  sewer  by  15  feet  to  enable  the  whole  site 
to  be  used.  Although  full  control  is  now  given  to  the  tip  the  cost  of 
disposal  is  low. 

During  the  year  the  tip  at  Delmer  End  Lane,  Flamstead  was  dis- 
continued, not  because  more  room  was  not  available,  but  because  of  the 
impossibility  of  keeping  the  tip  controlled  and  managed.  The  transfer 
to  one  central  tip  was  accomplished  by  the  purchase  of  a new  and  very 
large  refuse  collection  vehicle  capable  of  working  all  day  without  dis- 
charging its  load. 

Refuse  Collection  remains  essentially  a problem  of  labour  supply. 
During  the  year  a regular  10  day  collection  service  was  maintained 
thoughout  the  area,  but  in  Bovingdon  it  was  found  possible  and  worth- 
while to  give  a weekly  collection  to  the  Council  Estate  and  the  adjoining 
R.A.F.  housing  site.  Urban  populations  demand  a weekly  collection, 
but  it  is  doubtful  if  such  frequency  is  really  necessary  in  the  more 
scattered  rural  areas  of  the  Northern  Parishes. 

In  the  years  to  come  the  writer  believes  that  this  work,  like  most 
productive  work  in  industry,  will  have  to  be  paid  on  an  output  basis. 
There  are  difficulties  in  this  not  easily  appreciated  by  the  public. 

Indiscriminate  Dumping 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case  in  the  courts  under  the  Litter 
Act,  1958.  For  every  case  capable  of  legal  proof,  dozens  of  serious 
offences  occur  and  this  form  of  despoliation  of  the  countryside  goes  on 
apace.  Particular  areas  of  the  rural  district  are  especially  susceptible  to 
what  is  described  as  “fly  tipping”. 
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The  disposal  of  rubbish,  especially  for  industry,  is  becoming  a dis- 
tinct problem.  Whilst  locally  produced  dry  trade  rubbish,  in  reasonable 
quantities,  is  allowed  in  our  own  tip,  in  one  particular  case  a large 
quantity  gave  rise  to  considerable  trouble  due  to  the  inconsiderate  be- 
haviour of  the  drivers  employed  by  a local  company,  and  the  facilities 
were  withdrawn. 

Clay  and  spoil  generally  are  excluded  from  our  tip,  not  because 
the  material  is  not  useful  for  covering,  but  because  the  clay,  when  wet, 
makes  it  impossible  for  vehicles  to  run  freely  on  the  tip  surface. 

An  application  to  dispose  of  cutting  oils  and  industrial  waste  in  old 
brick  clay  pits  at  Gaddesden  Row  was  dealt  with  under  the  Hertfordshire 
County  Council  Act. 


PEST  CONTROL 

Apart  from  insects  of  various  sorts — most  complaints  arising  from 
flies  and  wasps — a great  deal  of  work  is  done  in  connection  with  rat  and 
mice  infestation.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  farm  exists  without  rats  in  some 
number,  and  mice  are  a serious  domestic  nuisance.  By  persuasion  and 
good  service  the  aim  is  to  obtain  contracts  from  all  farmers  in  the 
district.  Contract  service  includes  at  least  one  visit  each  month,  and  all 
necessary  treatment. 

The  number  of  contracts  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  42.  The 
number  of  complaints  receiving  attention  was  97. 

One  house  with  serious  bed  bug  infestation  came  to  the  notice  of 
the  department.  Such  an  occurrence  in  a rural  district  is  remarkable. 
The  premises  were  disinfested. 

It  has  been  noticed  that  woodworn  infestation  in  houses  in  the 
district  appears  to  be  on  the  increase,  particularly  in  the  case  of  soft 
wood  in  houses  over  20  years  old.  The  woodworm  infestation  of  hard 
wood  beams  in  old  premises  is  not  a serious  matter  structurally,  as  the 
progress  is  very  slow,  but  one  wonders  if  our  houses  will  last  as  long  as 
anticipated  unless  large  scale  woodworm  treatments  are  instituted  to 
the  soft  wood  structural  members.  Having  largely  triumphed  over  damp- 
ness in  new  houses  by  modem  constructions  it  seems  that  a fresh 
approach  to  the  wood  insect  problem  will  be  needed  when  the  large 
number  of  post  war  houses  reach  20  years  old. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 
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Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

6 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

58 

31 

1 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

7 

12 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

71 

48 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
instituted 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 
Unsuitable  or  defective  

1 

1 

— • 

— 

— ■ 

3.  Outworkers: 


Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 


Houses,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  232 

Infectious  Diseases  4 

Water  Supply 28 

Drainage  ...  Ill 

Caravan  Sites 93 

Public  Cleansing  82 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Miscellaneous  67 

Interviews  151 

Petroleum  Storage  42 

food  premises: 

Butchers  and  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Other  food  premises  112 
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Notice®  Served  and  Complied  with 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 


31U2.60 

1961 

1961 

31.12.61 

Formal 

• • • 

Nil 

6 

6 

Nil 

Informal 

• • • 

22 

71 

68 

25 

Total  ...  22 

77 

74 

25 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Houses  with  defective  windows  and  doors  5 

Dangerous  structures  ...  12 

Houses  with  defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  ...  5 

Pali  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  m ...  8 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  15 


HOUSING 

During  1961,  11  premises  were  made  subject  to  Demolition  Orders, 
Closing  Orders  and  Undertakings.  The  process  of  tidying  up  the  large 
slum  clearance  programme  in  Markyate  went  slowly  ahead,  but  there 
still  remain  a few  blocks  of  property,  mostly  unoccupied,  which  have  not 
been  satisfactorily  demolished  or  improved.  Legal  complications  of 
demolishing  dangerous  and  derelict  terrace-type  houses  caused  a con- 
siderable amount  of  work. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  rarely  does  a demolition  order  or  closing  order 
on  truly  rural  premises  lead  to  demolition.  Such  is  the  value  of  the 
derelict  house  in  a green  belt  area  that  property  may  well  be  worth  more 
with  an  Order  on  it  than  occupied  by  a tenant. 

During  the  year  the  Council  carried  out  considerable  improvement 
schemes  on  older-type  Council  houses  in  the  parish  of  Markyate  by  pro- 
viding bathrooms,  modern  sanitation  and  water  supply. 

There  still  remain  throughout  the  more  rural  portions  of  the  district 
many  houses  (many  of  them  belonging  to  the  Council)  where  facilities 
for  sanitation  and  bathing  do  not  meet  modern  requirements.  As  far  as 
the  Council  houses  are  concerned  it  is  anticipated  that  most  of  these  will 
be  improved  within  the  next  few  years  as  sewerage  becomes  available. 

In  Kings  Langley  there  has  been,  a tendency  for  owners  to  sub-divide 
large  dwelling-houses  into  flats.  The  structure  of  these  premises  is  not 
always  suitable  for  this.  In  one  case  proceedings  were  taken  under 
Section  36  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  to  reduce  the  number  of  occupants, 
and  a penalty  was  awarded. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  ........... 

27 

3-bedroom  houses  (19) 

1 -bedroom  flats  ( 8 ) 

45 

40 


J 


(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

16 

3-bedroom 

31 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.61  was  as 
follows: 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.61: 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Type 

Markyate : 

45 

Buckwood  Road  

Brick,  3-bedroom  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Buckwood  Road  

11 

Arcon,  2-bedroom,  Temporary 

Cowper  Road  

61 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, 2-bedroom  and  1-bed- 
room flats 

Home  Farm  Estate ....... 

118 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom  houses;  1- 
bedroom  flats 

Kings  Langley: 

Rucklers  Lane  

36 

Uni-Seco,  2-bedroom,  temporary 
(24),  Brick  3-bedroom,  parlour(12) 

Barnes  Estate  

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour,  and  2-bedroom 

Bury  Estate  

30 

Unity,  2-bedroom  bungalows 

Coniston  Road  

6 

Brick,  2-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Wesley  Estate  

42 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour;  2- 
bedroom  and  1 -bedroom  flats 

Edmund  Estate 

70 

3-bedroom  houses,  1 and  2-bedroom 
flats  and  bungalows 

Flamstead  

53 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom,  parlour 
and  non-parlour;  Airey  & Tim- 

Chipperfield  : 

ber,  3-bedroom,  parlour  (10) 

Nunfield  

36 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour; 2-bedroom  and  1 -bed- 
room flats 

Croft  Estate  

44 

2 and  3 -bedroom 

Bovingdon : 

Hyde  Meadows  

129 

Brick,  Airey  & Unity;  3-bedroom, 
parlour  and  non-parlour 

Old  Dean  

36 

2-bedroom  flats 

Bovingdon  

30 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Gaddesden  Row: 

Jockey  End  

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Great  Gaddesden  

18 

Flaunden  

6 
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(b)  Particulars  o f Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12*61: 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Kings  Langley 

(Edmund  Estate) 

10 

3-bedroom 

10 

— 

Great  Gaddesden 

(Westdene) 

6 

3-bedroom 

6 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  Le.,  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.61. 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

type 

Markyate 

(Brookwood  Road) ... 

12 

1-bedroom,  bungalows 

Bovine  don 

(Vicarage  Road) 

12 

1 -bedroom  flats 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1961  ...  108 


Caravans 

Apart  from  the  few  single  caravans  which  are  at  present  still  in 
use,  work  during  the  year  was  concentrated  on  the  supervision  of  im- 
provements on  the  larger  sites.  The  number  of  licensed  caravans  in  the 
area  is  still  decreasing,  being  at  present  101  (as  compared  with  103  in 
the  previous  year). 

There  is  a growing  tendency  for  caravans  to  be  parked  adjoining 
private  houses  for  the  purpose  of  housing  one  of  the  family  or  domestic 
staff.  No  effort  is  made  to  licence  these  caravans  as  they  appear  to  be 
exempt. 

A far  greater  number  of  caravans  would  be  present  in  this  area  were 
it  not  for  the  opposition  to  this  form  of  dwelling  by  responsible  owners. 

One  prosecution  was  instituted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Caravan 
Sites  (Control  of  Development)  Act  1960  and  penalties  awarded. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution 

There  is  now  no  annual  licensing  of  milk  establishments. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district.  All  ice  cream  is  sold 
pre-packed  from  refrigerated  cabinets.  39  premises  are  registered  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream. 
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Slaughterhouses 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  both  in  the 
parish  of  Bovingdon.  One  of  these  is  in  regular  use,  the  other  is  used 
only  once  a year. 

The  former  of  these  slaughterhouses  does  not  comply  with  current 
regulations  and  is  shortly  to  be  replaced  by  a new  slaughterhouse  of 
modern  construction  and  design.  The  magnitude  of  the  slaughtering 
operations  likely  to  be  carried  on  in  a building  of  this  size  is  likely  to 
cause  some  problems  in  the  future. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

1 

— 

— 

— 

621 

Number  inspected  

1 

— 

— 

— 

621 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

. 

, . 

---  - 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

— 

■ — 

— 

_ — 

3.3% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

. 

.. 

r - 

Percentage  of  the  number  insp- 
ected affected  with  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  and  no  cysticercosis  was  found 


Other  Food  Premises 

There  are  4 bakehouses  in  the  district  (one  less  than  previously 
reported).  There  are  3 fish  frying  premises  and  20  cafes  and  restaurants. 
One  cafe  was  closed  due  to  polluted  water  supply. 

Fully  licensed  premises  numbered  37.  Inspection  and  supervision  of 
licensed  premises  has  continued.  Two  houses  have  been  completely  re- 
constructed after  pressure  was  brought  to  bear.  Improvements  of  a more 
minor  degree  have  taken  place  in  10  other  premises  after  correspondence. 
As  stated  before,  the  old  beer  house  is  dying  out  and  the  travelling  public 
now  demands  premises  with  proper  facilities. 

There  are  9 butchers’  shops,  28  grocers  and  4 greengrocers.  Repre- 
sentations were  made  as  to  one  butcher’s  shop  and  one  grocer’s  shop 
which  had  been  allowed  to  deteriorate  in  cleanliness  and  the  necessary 
remedial  works  were  carried  out.  School  canteen  premises  are  regularly 
inspected  and  have  given  rise  to  no  difficulties.  Three  complaints  were 
made  of  poor  quality  meat  being  delivered  at  schools  but  evidence  of 
unfitness  was  not  forthcoming. 
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Foodstuffs  surrendered  unfit  for  human  consumption 

58  lbs,  beef  (diseased). 

38  lbs.  beef  hearts  (decomposed). 

I — 1\  lbs,  tin  prawns  (decomposed). 

1 tin  chopped  pork  4 lbs.  (decomposed). 

72  lbs.  beef  (diseased). 

Broiler  Houses 

There  is  now  one  large  establishment.  No  trouble  has  been 
experienced . 


PREVALENCE  OF,  ANI>  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  daring  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

1 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

126 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Poisoning 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  



— 

2 



— 

_ 

1 — 2 years  

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

2—  3 „ 

— 

— 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3—  4 „ 

— - 

1 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4—5  „ 

— 

— - 

16 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  

— 

- — 

69 

2 

— 

1 

— 

10 — 15  ,,  

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 35  ,,  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

35—45  „ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

" 

“ 

Total  Cases  Notified  

3 

1 

126 

5 

1 

1 

2 

44 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1961  

53 

32 

7 

8 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.) 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year : 

10 

1 

- — 

— 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

46 

32 

7 

9 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— . 

5—10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

10—15 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— - 

15—20 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

25 — 35 

2 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— — 

55—65 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 & upwards  ... 

1 

' 

■ 

" 

— 

TOTALS 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1,  General  Statistics 


Area  ...  ...  1,982  acres 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1961  ...  13,520 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1961  4,305 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1961  ...  £237,230 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1961/62  ...  £958 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  125  108  233 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 4 4 


Total  ...  125  112  237 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.5. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.2 

STILL  BIRTHS: 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 2 5 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 


Total  ...  3 2 5 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  20.7. 
DEATHS: 

Males  65,  Females  73  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.2 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  11.0 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 
2 2 4 


2 2 4 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  ... 


DEATH  'RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  ...  17.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ...  ...  Nil 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 2.7 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  12.7 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33.1 

DEATH  -RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.62 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.92 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0,96 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  1.41 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimation  of  the  population  at  mid- 1961 
was  13,520  as  compared  with  12,790  at  mid- 1960.  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population,  i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  99.  The  marked 
jump  in  the  Registrar-General’s  estimation  of  the  population  was,  no 
doubt,  a result  of  the  information  obtained  from  the  Census  taken  in 
1961. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  0.98  and  1.08  respectively.  The  close  approxima- 
tion of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  the  population  of  your  district 
nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard  population 
of  the  country. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  237  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  18 

on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birthrate  was  17.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  17.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17.4  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Birth® 

After  adjustment  for  transfers  five  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  one  on  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth  rate  was 
20,7  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  17.9  for  the 
previous  year  and  with  18.7  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  138  (65 
males,  73  females),  an  increase  of  eight  on  the  total  for  the  year  1960. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  10.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  12.0  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System.  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  16.9  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  13.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  21.4  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 

Males 

2 

Females 

0 

Z* 

Total 

4 

1-  5 

years 

1 

— 

1 

5-10 

years 

— 

— 

— 

10-15 

years 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

years 

— 

— 

— 

20-25 

years 

— 

1 

1 

25-35 

years 

3 

— 

3 

35-45 

years 

1 

— 

1 

45-55 

years 

3 

4 

7 

55-65 

years 

13 

6 

19 

65-70 

years 

10 

6 

16 

70-75 

years 

5 

11 

16 

75-80 

years 

11 

13 

24 

80-85 

years 

...  7 

14 

21 

85-90 

years 

6 

12 

18 

90  years  and  over 

3 

4 

7 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  65 

73 

138 

50 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  o-ther  

— 

. 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 



4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 



5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 



, 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

. 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

___ 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

1 

1 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

3 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

8 

7 

15 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 



i 

16. 

Diabetes 



. 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

11 

19 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

12 

9 

21 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— 

2 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

6 

16 

22 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

2 

4 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

3 

1 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis  

8 

2 

10 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

4 

6 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

2 

1 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— . 

- — • 

— — r 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

7 

7 

14 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

2 

3 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— 

1 

1 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

65 

73 

138 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1961 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

i 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Intra-cranial 

Haemorrhage... 

2 

2 

2 

Congenita! 

malformation... 

, 

__ 

- 

1 

1 

Broncho- 
pneumonia . . . 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

I 

! — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  ...  ... 

3 

__ 

— 

3 

! i 

— 

— 

4 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


Town  Supply 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are 
the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at 
Berkhamsted  Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before 
passing  to  supply.  There  are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing 
370,000  gallons  and  the  other  300,000  gallons.  The  average  daily  water 
consumption  was  approximately  one  million  gallons. 

The  water  is  hard,  therefore  no  action  has  been  necessary  for 
plumbo-solvent  contamination. 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  samples  are 
taken  from  various  premises  within  the  district  and  are  submitted 
monthly  by  this  Council  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Private  Supplies 

A laundry,  two  factories  and  the  Council’s  swimming  bath  obtain 
water  from  boreholes. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 
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Population 

(estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

14,209 

4,280 

14,209 

— 

— 

Water  Samples  taken  during  1961 


Number  of  Samples 

Description  of 
Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Exam. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 
Chlorinated 

11 

11 

Private  Supplies : 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Baths : 

16 

16 

" 

" 

Main  Water: 

Total  Hardness  240  p.p.m. 

Swimming  Baths 

There  are  4 swimming  baths  within  the  district, 

1.  Town  Baths . An  open  air  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1925, 
owned  and  managed  by  the  Council, 

Water  is  obtained  from  an  80  ft.  borehole  and  is  changed  once 
every  year  before  the  season  commences.  The  capacity  is  80,000  gallons. 
Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  a sand  pressure 
filter,  the  turn  over  period  being  6 hours.  The  break  point  method  of 
chlorination  is  used.  Aeration  is  carried  out  after  chlorination.  Pro- 
prietary chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Samples  are  taken  fortnightly  during  the  summer  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Six  samples  were  submitted  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

2.  Ashlyns  School . A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1934, 
owned  and  managed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  and  used  by 
the  staff  and  pupils  of  the  School. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  6 times 
every  year.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pres- 
sure filter,  the  turn  over  period  being  4 hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is 
carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment.  The 
water  is  heated  by  a calorifier. 

Samples  are  taken  by  the  County  Council. 
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3.  Berkhamsted  School.  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1890, 
owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
during  the  August  holidays.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure 
sand  filters,  the  turn  over  period  being  10  hours.  Marginal  chlorination 
is  carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 
The  water  is  heated  by  a calorifier.  Eight  samples  were  taken  and  were 
satisfactory. 

4.  Berkhamsted  School  for  Girls.  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  con- 
structed in  1935,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its 
staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
prior  to  the  summer  season.  The  capacity  is  80,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure  sand 
filters,  the  turn  over  period  being  6 hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is 
carried  out  by  a chlorinator  using  chlorine  gas.  Proprietary  chemicals 
and  soda  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Two  samples  were  taken  and  were  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Purification  of  sewage  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  sewage  dis- 
posal works.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  Grand  Union  Canal.  All 
samples  of  effluent  taken  during  the  year  complied  with  the  recom- 
mended standards. 

In  order  to  mitigate  unpleasant  odours  from  the  Slude  Drying  Beds, 
the  Council  have  provided  an  Airwick  installation. 

The  majority  of  premises  in  the  district  are  connected  to  sewers, 
but  there  are  approximately  115  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  are 
emptied  when  necessary  by  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost  of  empty- 
ing is  recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 

Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  is  collected  from  houses,  shops  and  factories  weekly.  A 
charge  is  levied  on  shops  and  factories  where  more  than  one  bin  load 
per  week  is  collected.  The  shortage  of  dustmen  and  the  difficulty  of 
recruitment  is  a constant  problem  in  this  area. 

Two  vehicles  are  used  for  refuse  collection,  a Karrier  petrol  engine 
16/18  cub.  yds.  Dual-Tip  and  Dennis  diesel  engine  Paxit  II  which  re- 
placed the  Bedford  10  cub.  yds.  Side-Loader  on  6.11.61.  The  last  men- 
tioned vehicle  has  been  retained  as  a reserve. 


54 


Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Council’s 
tip  off  Bullbeggars  Lane.  Two  men  are  employed  and  a Bristol  Duplex 
Crawler  Tractor  is  used  to  assist  in  the  recommended  method  of  control. 
On  an  average  600  cubic  yards  of  refuse  are  tipped  weekly. 

Negotiations  are  proceeding  to  lease  an  additional  site  for  refuse 
disposal. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,  3, 

4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

2 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

62 

66 

_____ 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) ...  ... 

11 

26 

1 

— 

TOTAL  

75 

94 

l 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

— 

i-  - 





Absence  of  Sanitary  Accommo- 

datioo  

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  2 

Total  ...  2 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


INSPECTORS 

Visits  and  Inspections 


GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts 107 

Housing  Act  79 

Improvement  Grants  58 

Overcrowding  . „ 1 

Infectious  Diseases  7 

Water  Supplies  and  sampling  visits . ...  34 

Drainage  ...  133 

Cesspools  30 

Factories,  workplaces  and  building  sites  ...  ...  ...  94 

Outworkers’  premises 2 

Shops  Act  (plus  food  shops)  ...  33 

Smoke  Observations  and  boiler  house  visits  ...  ...  3 

Interviews  201 

Pests  Act— rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Wasps’  Nests  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Pets  shop  2 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Refuse  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Swimming  baths  ...  ...  35 

Music  and  dancing  licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sewage  disposal  ...  ...  9 

Fair  grounds  ...  ...  3 

Insect  pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Woodworm — Council  houses  treated  ...  ...  ...  12 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Mole  infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Glis-Glis  infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Noise  abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

FOOD  premises: 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Food  shops  and  food  vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  325 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms,  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  52 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  ...  18 

Public  Market  foodstalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  inspection  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Milk  samples  76 

Ice-cream  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed  Outstanding 

31.12.60 

1961 

1961 

31.12.61 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Informal 

13 

43 

50 

6 

Formal 

— 

5 

5 

— 

SHOPS  ACT 

Informal  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

FACTORIES  ACTS 

Informal  ... 

2 

1 

3 

— 

PESTS  ACT 

Informal  ... 

5 

8 

12 

1 

Formal  

1 

— 

1 

— 

Nuisances  Abated:  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

A Pest  Destruction  Officer  is  employed  whose  services  are  shared 
with  Tring  U.D.C  and  Berkhamsted  R.D.C. 

During  the  year  179  infestations  of  brown  rats,  24  of  mice  and  three 
of  glis-glis  were  dealt  with. 

For  the  majority  of  infestations.  Warfarin  with  an  oatmeal  base 
was  used  for  poisoning. 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses. 

Eight  informal  notices  were  served  on  occupiers  of  premises. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  shop  only  is  registered  and  Statutory  conditions  are  observed. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

There  are  two  farms  within  the  district  to  which  the  Act  applies. 
Both  comply  with  the  statutory  requirements. 


HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance 

(1)  128-138  High  Street,  Northchurch 

These  houses,  subject  to  a confirmed  Clearance  Order,  were 
demolished  by  the  Council  in  default. 
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(2)  50-59  Castle  Street 
22-26  Gossoms  End 
1-7  High  Street 

Clearance  Orders  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Ministry. 

(3)  77-82  Gossoms  End 
1-8  Norrises  Terrace 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  have  likewise  been  confirmed. 

(4)  26  Highfield  Road 

An  undertaking  under  Section  16(4)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  was 
submitted  by  the  owner  and  accepted  by  the  Council. 

(5)  8tt  George  Street 

The  Closing  Order  was  determined  on  completion  of  works  repairs 
and  improvements. 


Rent  Act*  1957 

There  were  no  applications  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 


Staedard  Improvement  Grants 

12  applications  have  been  received  during  the  year;  2 were  refused, 
and  13  were  approved  (3  from  1960):  10  grants  have  been  paid,  and  2 
grants  have  been  repaid. 


The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision  of 
Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Housing  Manager,  Mr.  H.  J.  C.  Wood. 

“Housing  progress  during  the  year  was  on  a modest  scale  but  was 
given  an  encouraging  stimulus  in  December  with  the  completion  of  the 
first  16  of  the  104  houses,  fiats  and  bungalows  under  construction  on  the 
Westfield  Estate.  With  these  16  new  houses  and  the  normal  turnover  of 
vacancies  from  the  Council’s  estates  it  was  found  possible  to  rehouse 
28  housing  applicants,  7 slum  clearance  families  and  2 Polish  families 
from  the  Marsworth  Hostel  who  worked  in  the  town.  In  addition,  some 
18  Council  tenants  were  transferred  or  exchanged  to  more  suitable 
accommodation. 

The  Council  made  two  important  decisions  reflecting  their  deter- 
mination to  increase  the  supply  of  suitable  housing  for  old  people  and 
to  improve  their  amenities.  Firstly,  it  was  decided  to  utilise  the  land  at 
the  rear  of  “Lagley”  for  a group  of  flats  and  bungalows  with  a warden. 
Secondly,  it  was  decided  to  appoint  a Warden  for  the  group  of  flats 
known  as  Farm  Place.  These  new  developments  along  with  the  44  flats 
and  bungalows  under  construction  at  Westfield  will  make  a valuable 
contribution  to  the  housing  needs  of  the  old  people  in  the  town.” 
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During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  only : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

104 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses, 

1 -bedroom  bungalows  and 

1 and  3-bedroom  flats 

70 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

16 

2 and  3 bedroom  houses 

85 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.61  was  as 
follows: 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1*1,45  up  to  31.12.61: 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Highfield  House  Estate  ... 

30 

Prefabricated  bungalows 

Swing  Gate  Lane  Estate  . 

20 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Victoria  Road  

10 

Unity,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Durrants  Farm  Estate  ... 

430 

Brick,  4-bedroom;  3-bedroom; 
2-bedroom;  Old  Persons  Bun- 
galows; single  persons’  flats 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  1)... 

18 

Brick  houses  (14);  bungalows  (4) 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  2)... 

80 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  Old 
Person’s  Dwellings  and  flats 

“Lagley”  (conversion)  ... 

7 

1 and  2-bedroom  flats 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  commenced  but  not  completed  at  31*12.61: 


Site 

No.  of 
Blouses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  3) 

104 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses ; 

1 -bedroom  bungalows; 

1 and  3-bedroom  flats. 

© 

16 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1961  ...  297 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1961 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Confectioners,  flour  ...  9 

Confectioners,  sugar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fishmongers — wet  and  dried  fish  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fishmongers — wet  and  dried  and  fried  fish  ...  ...  ...  3 

Greengrocers  ...  9 

Grocers  (retail)  ...  34 

Grocers  (wholesale)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  off-licences)  22 

Licensed  premises  (serving  main  meals)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Guest  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nursing  homes  ...  1 

Registered  for  sausage  making  and  food  preservation,  etc.  ...  19 

Registered  for  manufacture  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  1 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

School  kitchens  ...  19 

Slaughterhouse  ...  1 


Milk  Distribution 

All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin-Tested, 
Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Sterilised. 

There  are  two  registered  dairies  and  the  six  retail  distributors  who 
sell  milk  which  is  bottled  or  cartoned  outside  the  district. 

Milk  Samples  taken  Submitted  to  Public  Health  Laboratory 


Designated  Milk 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Pasteurised  

21 

,,  (Channel  Island)  

13 

— 

T ubercuiin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 

13 

— 

,,  „ (Pasteurised/Homogenised ...... 

2 

— 

,,  ,,  (Farm  bottled)  

12 

— 

„ ,,  (Farm  cartoned)  

5 

2 

Sterilised 

8 

Ice  Cream 

Forty  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream.  The 
ice  cream  sold  is  prepacked  and  exclusive  to  national  proprietary  brands. 

One  premises  only  is  registered  for  manufacture.  The  preparation 
room,  although  small,  conforms  to  a high  standard  of  hygiene.  The 
manufacturer  pasteurises  the  mix.  Two  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory:  both  were  satisfactory. 
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Slaughterhouses 


Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  private  slaughterhouse  which 
complies  with  the  construction  regulations.  Ail  the  meat  is  inspected 
after  office  hours. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1961;  the  majority  of  condemnations  were  in  respect 
of  unsound  livers. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

237 

1 

28 

765 

260 

— 

Number  inspected  

237 

1 

28 

765 

260 

- — 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

39 

5 

21 



Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

16.5 

0.6 

8.1 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.5 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  lor  Human  Consumption 

Six  complaints  were  made  by  consumers  that  food  they  had  pur- 
chased was  not  fit.  A thorough  investigation  was  carried  out  in  each 
case,  and  two  warning  letters  were  sent. 

Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip.  The  following  were  so  dealt  with  after  voluntary  surrender: 

Meat  and  offal  from  slaughterhouse 
Butchers  meat  and  offal 
Fish 
Poultry 
Tinned  meat 
Other  tinned  food 


916i  lbs. 
128  lbs. 
17  lbs. 
21i  lbs^ 
81  tins. 
2,475  tins 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

TafcSe  showing  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

314 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

3 

1 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

. . _ 



13 

_ 

. 





— 

1 — 2 years  

— 

— 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2—3  „ 

■ — 

— 

35 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

3—  4 

I 

2 

32 

. 

---- 





4—  5 „ 

I 

45 

5—10  „ 

7 

— 

148 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

10 — 15  „ 

i 



8 

___ 





— 

15—20  „ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—35  „ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45 





1 

. 

I 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  years  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

~ 

1 

1 

Total  Cases  Notified  . 

10 

2 

314 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non~Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 

1 ^ ^ 1 « t i •••  •••  « . . . » » 

38 

57 

4 

4 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

5 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

4 

3 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

8 

2 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

39 

60 

2 

4 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Female  s 

0 — 1 years  ... 

_____ 



___ 

___ 



1 — 5 years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  ... 

2 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

' 

~ 

" 

“ 

Totals  

5 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


I.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of 
Northchurch,  Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten 
End),  Little  Gaddesden  and  Puttenham  which  comprises  an  area  of 
17,572  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1961  ...  6,320 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1961  2,016 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1961  ...  £79,079 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1961/62  ...  £315 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 

55  42  97 

2 4 6 


Total  ...  57  46  103 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.3. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.0. 

still-births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  1 — 1 


Still- birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  9.6. 


DEATHS: 

Males,  33,  Females,  28  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  


61 

9.7 

9.4 

Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  2 13 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  2 1 3 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 


29.1 

30.9 

Nil 

29.1 

29.1 

38.5 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  

Cancer  

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System) 


4. 1 2 
2.06 
1.27 

1.27 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1961  was 
6,320  as  compared  with  6,620  at  mid- 1960.  The  reduction  in  the 
Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  stems  from  the  additional 
information  gained  from  the  Census  taken  in  April,  1961.  The  natural 
increase  of  the  population  last  year,  i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths, 
was  42. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  are  0.98  and 
0.97  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth  and 
death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  comparable  with  the 
adjusted  rates  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a 
whole. 

The  close  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that 
your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the 
standard  population  of  the  country. 


Births 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
after  allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  103,  an  increase 
of  5 as  compared  with  1 960. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.0  per  1,000  of  the  popultion  as  com- 
pared with  14.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17.4  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still-Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  one  still-birth  was  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  9.6  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as 
compared  with  Nil  in  the  previous  year  and  18.7  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  61  (males 
33  females  28),  a decrease  of  6 as  compared  with  1960. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  9.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  12.0  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Disease  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory 
Diseases  and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  29.1  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  10.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  21.4  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  neo-natal  mortality  rate  was  29.1  per  1,000  live  births. 


Under  1 year 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Male 

2 

Female 

1 

Total 

3 

1 — 5 years 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years 

- — - 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years 

— 

1 

1 

20 — 25  years 

— 

— - 

— 

25 — 35  years 

1 

— 

1 

35 — 45  years 

. . . ...  . . „ . , , 

— 

1 

1 

45 — 55  years 

2 

5 

7 

55 — 65  years 

5 

1 

6 

65 — 70  years 

2 

— 

2 

70 — 75  years 

8 

3 

11 

75 — 80  years 

5 

4 

9 

80 — 85  years 

4 

6 

10 

85 — 90  years 

3 

3 

6 

90  years  and  over 

1 

3 

4 

All  Causes  ... 

33 

28 

61 
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Causes  of  Death  In  1961 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

- — 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— _ 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

_ 

. 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   ... 

1 

_ 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

• — 

1 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

6 

4 

10 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleuksemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

1 

8 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

8 

7 

15 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— 

I 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

1 

5 

6 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

2 

4 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

2 

1 

3 

24, 

Bronchitis  

3 

2 

5 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   



. 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— . 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— . 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

_ 



_ 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— . 

1 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

2 

2 

4 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

- — - 

- — 

— 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

33 

28 

61 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1961 
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Broncho- 

Pneumonia 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Intra-cranial 

Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital 

Malformation 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  

2 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Parishes  of  Aidbury,  Tring  Rural  and  Wiggington  are  supplied 
by  the  Bucks  Water  Board. 

Little  Gaddesden,  Potten  End,  Northchurch  and  the  hamlet  of  St. 
Margaret’s,  within  the  Parish  of  Nettleden  with  Potten  End,  are  supplied 
by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

In  previous  reports  1 have  referred  to  negotiations  with  the  Rick- 
mansworth and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  regarding  an  extension 
of  their  mains  to  serve  Nettleden  and  the  remaining  properties  at 
Frithsden.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  the  Council  have  resolved 
to  take  a supply  from  Frithsden  via  the  Old  Roman  Road  to  Nettleden. 

Nine  samples  of  water  from  a 140  ft.  deep  borehole  supplying  Nos. 
1 — 6,  Frithsden  (now  three  cottages)  were  taken.  Two  of  these  were 
found  on  analysis  to  be  unsatisfactory,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  the 
water  was  considered  fit  for  drinking  and  general  domestic  purposes. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  in  the  main 
supplies  and  no  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: 
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Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Aldbury  

882 

286 

882 

_ 

___ 

Little  Gaddesden  

1,418 

330 

1,418 

— 

— 

Nettleden  (with  Potten 

End)  

1,113 

342 

1,113 

— 

■ — 

Worthchurch  

1,048 

342 

1,048 

— 

— 

Puttenham  

100 

35 

100 

— „ 

— 

Tring  Rural  

773 

225 

761 

12 

38 

Wigginton  

1,080 

340 

1,080 

— 

! 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  public  swimming  bath  at  the  Deer  Leap,  Ringshall,  continues  to 
be  much  used  by  the  public  and  a number  of  schools  within  the  District 
and  the  surrounding  area  . The  bath  is  supplied  by  mains  water,  which 
is  chlorinated  by  a Wallace  and  Tierman  break-point  chlorinator;  con- 
tinual flow  of  the  water  through  the  bath  and  aerating  cascade  is  main- 
tained. 

Five  double  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all  were  found 
on  analysis  to  be  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Aldbury , North  church  and  Wiggington: 

On  the  16th  February,  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Committee  con- 
sidered a report  by  their  Consulting  Engineers  on  a scheme  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  for  the  above  Parishes.  The  scheme  provides  for  a 
sewage  disposal  works  about  three  acres  in  extent  on  a site  300  yards 
east  of  Cow  Roast  Lock.  The  scheme  would  also  provide  for  the 
sewering  of  Dud  swell  and  the  Home  Farm  Estate  in  addition  to  the 
Parishes  of  Wiggington  and  Aldbury;  the  total  number  of  houses  to  be 
accommodated  in  the  scheme  being  approximately  600.  The  total  cost 
(together  with  the  sewage  disposal  works)  is  anticipated  at  £165,000,  and 
includes  the  cost  of  connecting  all  Council  houses  to  the  new  sewer  and 
for  providing  lateral  branches  to  boundaries  of  private  properties,  but 
excluding  the  cost  of  land.  The  Clerk  has  prepared  financial  details  of 
the  loan  charges  and  possible  grants  against  this  expenditure  and  the 
estimated  savings  by  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  cesspool  emptiers  to 
be  employed  if  the  scheme  is  implemented.  After  consideration  the 
Clerk  was  instructed  to  send  a copy  of  the  report  and  a plan  of  the 
proposals  to  each  Parish  Council  affected,  together  with  explanatory 
financial  detail,  in  order  that  the  observations  of  each  Parish  Council 
might  be  available  to  this  Council  to  help  it  in  its  decision  as  to  whether 
or  not  to  submit  the  proposal  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  approval. 
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The  three  Parish  Councils  concerned  agreed  to  the  Scheme,  but  in 
the  case  of  Aldbury  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  scheme  should 
provide  for  the  sewerage  of  the  Tring  Station  area  and  also  the  Stocks 
area,  the  total  additional  cost  being  estimated  at  £18,000  plus  a sum  of 
about  £3,500  for  the  drainage  of  five  properties  in  the  vicinity  of  Toms 
Hill. 


The  complete  scheme,  including  those  areas  mentioned  above,  is 
being  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Ministry. 

Little  Gaddesden: 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  the  cost  of  sewering  the  scattered 
village  of  Little  Gaddesden  would  be  extremely  high  and  no  action  has 
been  taken  by  the  Council. 

Nettleden  with  Potten  End: 

Some  delay  in  this  scheme  has  been  occasioned  by  negotiations  for 
the  purchase  of  the  site  for  the  pumping  station.  However,  Ministry 
approval  in  principle  to  the  scheme  was  received  by  the  Council  at  their 
September  meeting  and  authority  was  given  by  the  Ministry  to  proceed 
with  the  preparation  of  Contract  documents  to  enable  the  necessary 
Tenders  to  be  obtained. 

Tring  Rural: 

The  villages  of  Long  Marston  andWilstone  have  main  drainage, 
crude  sewage  being  discharged  by  gravitation  on  to  surface  irrigation 
areas  which  are  satisfactorily  sited  for  this  purpose.  After  surface  irriga- 
tion and  some  absorption  within  the  irrigation  area  the  final  effluent 
flows  into  the  Thistle  Brook,  which  is  a tributary  of  the  River  Thame. 

In  accordance  with  the  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act,  1961, 
consent  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  will  be  required  in  respect  of  the 
discharges  from  these  two  villages.  It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the 
discharge  from  the  Wilstone  irrigation  area  will  measure  up  to  the 
standard  required  by  the  Act,  and,  as  stated  in  my  previous  report,  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  more  modern  methods  of  sewage  disposal 
for  these  villages. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

The  Council  continue  to  operate  three  cesspool-emptying  machines 
and,  since  the  purchase  of  the  third  machine  which  was  commissioned  in 
January,  1960,  the  service  has  operated  satisfactorily.  Much  time  is  taken 
up  in  dealing  with  the  Council’s  own  cesspools  on  their  post  war  hous- 
ing estates  at  Aldbury,  Potten  End  and  Wiggington. 

During  the  year  1,421  private  cesspools  were  emptied  and  237  visits 
were  made  to  the  Council’s  own  houses. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  scheme  of  refuse  collection  which  is  operated  by  one  vehicle 
and  three  men  continue  satisfactorily,  although  occasional  requests  are 
made  for  a more  frequent  collection. 

During  the  year  under  review  one  man  has  been  employed  full  time 
at  the  refuse  tip  at  Outwood  Kiln,  Aldbury,  and  a fair  measure  of  con- 
trolled tipping  has  been  achieved,  aided  by  the  occasional  hire  of  a 
bulldozer. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  

7 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

2 

r . . 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

9 

10 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found Nil 

3.  Outworkers  : 

Making  wearing  apparel  4 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 

Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts 

147 

Housing  Acts 

64 

Overcrowding 

2 

Infectious  diseases  

...  ...  — 

Complaints  investigated 

77 

Drainage  inspection  and  tests 

162 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  

49 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces 

10 

Work  in  progress  

852 

Cesspools  

48 

Licensed  premises 

16 

Rivers  and  streams  

7 

food  premises: 

Bakehouses 

• • • 

1 

Food  stores  

e • • 

10 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 


Formal 

Informal 


Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 


31.12.60 

1961 

1961 

31.12.61 

2 

— 

— 

2 

4 

16 

15 

5 

6 

16 

15 

7 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 


Houses 

Drainage  and  cesspools 
Cesspools  emptied  ... 
Water  closets 


12 

32 

1,658 

9 


HOUSING 

No  new  Local  Authority  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year. 
Ministry  approval  to  the  design  of  four  pairs  of  one-bedroom  bungalows 
on  land  at  Commonfield,  Wigginton,  was  received  by  the  Council  in 
March,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  erection  of  the  bungalows  was 
well  advanced.  The  Council  have  resolved  to  purchase  the  remainder  of 
the  land  at  Commonfield,  excluding  the  site  allocated  for  the  erection  of 
a new  Primary  School.  The  land  to  be  purchased  by  the  Council  will 
accommodate  a further  24  houses. 


Efforts  to  obtain  suitable  sites  in  Little  Gaddesden  and  Potten  End 
are  still  being  pursued. 

Development  of  the  two  sites  in  Newground  Road  and  Trooper 
Road,  Aldbury,  had  not  commenced  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Thirty-eight  private  houses  were  completed  in  the  following  parishes: 


Parish 

Aldbury 

Little  Gaddesden 
Nettleden  with  Potten  End 
Northchurch 
Tring  Rural 
Wigginton 


Number  of  Houses 

1 

3 

6 

11 

7 

10 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959, 
fourteen  Improvement  Grants  were  approved  in  respect  of  fourteen 
dwellings,  the  total  amount  of  the  grants  being  £3,175. 
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During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

8 

One-bedroom  bungalows 

25 

(b)  Completed  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

38 

The  position  in  regarding  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.61  was 
as  follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  op  to 
31.12.61: 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Wigginton : 

Wick  Road  

16 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Fieldway  

8 

3 -bedroom 

Chesham  Road  

6 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Highfield  Road  

14 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Aldbury : 

Malting  Lane  

4 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Stoneycroft  

12 

3-bedroom 

Berryfield 

8 

3-bedroom 

Wilstone : 

New  Road  

4 

3-bedroom 

Main  Street  

2 

3-bedroom  bungalows 

Little  Gaddesden : 

Cromer  Close  

28 

3-bedroom 

Long  Marston : 

Tring  Road  

8 

3-bedroom 

Bromley  

24 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses;  1 and  2- 

North  church : 

Dudswell  

2 

bedroom  bungalows 

3-bedroom 

Potten  End : 

Vicarage  Road  

10 

3-bedroom 

Hedgeside  

28 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  2- 

Briar  Close  

6 

bedroom  bungalows 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

75 


(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  bet  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.61: 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

• 

No. 

Comm- 

enced 

No. 

Com- 

pleted 

Wigginton  

8 

1 -bedroom  old  person’s 

8 

bungalows 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  Le«,  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  bet  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12*61: 


Site 

Proposed 
number  of 
blouses 

Type 

Wilstone 

6 

3-bedroom  houses  (2)  and 

1 -bedroom  flats  (4) 

Aldbury  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

12 

3-bedroom  houses 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1961  183 

Caravans 

Site  licences  in  respect  of  four  multiple  sites  were  issued  in  April. 
In  each  case  the  Standard  Conditions  were  attached.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  work  required  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  licence  was  well 
advanced  in  respect  of  three  of  these  sites.  It  is  understood  that  the 
remaining  site,  situated  at  Potten  End,  will  be  closed  and  the  caravans 
removed  before  expiry  of  the  time  allowed  for  compliance  with  the  con- 
ditions, namely,  30  April,  1962. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

In  my  last  report  I referred  to  the  probable  closing  of  the  only 
slaughterhouse  in  the  district,  situated  at  Long  Marston.  In  this  case  the 
Minister  appointed  the  1st  October,  1961,  as  the  date  by  which  the 
slaughterhouse  must  comply  fully  with  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
Regulations,  1958.  No  effort  on  the  part  of  the  owner  was  made  to 
comply  and  accordingly  the  slaughterhouse  ceased  to  operate  on  the 
1st  October,  1961,  the  butcher  having  made  alternative  arrangements  for 
slaughtering  in  the  nearby  town  of  Tring. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other 
disease  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1961: — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

98 

— 

57 

421 

137 

Number  inspected  

49 

— 

26 

201 

63 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

_ 



4 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

6.0 

2.0 

7.9 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

4.0 

— - 

— _ 

— 

4.7 

N o horses  were  slaughtered  and  no  cysticercosis  was  found 


One  condemnation  of  unsound  food  other  than  butcher's  meat  was 

made  during  the  year. 


Food  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises,  including  general  stores,  in  operation 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was,  as  in  the  previous  year,  21. 

10  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  and  no  action  in  respect 
of  unsatisfactory  premises  or  lack  of  cleanliness  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  or  Hygiene  Regulations  was  necessary. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

171 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery.... 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

_ 

2 

1 — 2 years  

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

2—  3 „ 

12 

3—  4 „ 

19 

4—  5 „ 

23 

5—10  „ 

95 

1 

10—15  „ 

10 

15—20  „ 

1 

20—35  „ 

1 

1 

35—45  „ 

1 

45—65  „ 

1 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

1 

— 

Total  Cases  Notified  

1 

171 

2 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 

1 96 1 •••  •••  •««  ■ • * ••• 

20 

19 

2 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

21 

21 

1 

3 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



_ 



, 







— 

25—35 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 







— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

79 


. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 
TRING 


Kens 

2P3B0 

BfflSIB 
^ tt  ii:  © 


Annual  Report 
of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


1961 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  THING 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

...  acres  4,407 

Registrar-GeneraPs  estimate  of  population  mid- 1961 

• • • 

6,050 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

: at 

31st  December,  1961 

2,038 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1961  

£73,649 

Sum  represented  by  a 

penny  rate,  1961/62  

. . . 

£293 

2. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

61 

58 

119 

Illegitimate 

— 

— • 

— 

Total  ...  61 

58 

119 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  estimated  population:  19.7. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

19.7. 

STILL-BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

...  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

Total  ...  2 

1 

3 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  24.6. 
deaths:' 

Males  36,  Females  28  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 10.6 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  9.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE : 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 1 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  2 1 3 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE! 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo- natal  Mortality  Rate 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  rate 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 


25.2 

25.2 

Nil 

8.4 

Nil 

24.6 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1 ,000  POPULATION  FROM  : 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 
Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Cancer  ... 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System 


3.64 
1 .49 
2.15 

2.64 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1961  was 
6,050  as  compared  with  5,540  at  mid  1960.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population  last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  55.  The 
Registrar-General’s  estimated  increase  of  9.27  in  the  district’s  population 
is,  no  doubt,  more  apparent  than  real  and  reflects  the  additional  statisti- 
cal information  made  available  by  the  Census  in  April,  1961. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  LOO  and  0.90  respectively.  The  crude  birth  and 
death  rates  are  multiplied  by  these  factors  to  obtain  adjusted  rates  which 
are  strictly  comparable  with  similar  adjusted  rates  in  other  districts  and 
with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  need  for  such  adjustment 
is  occasioned  by  the  differences  in  the  constitution  of  area  populations 
as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex  and  age  group  components.  The 
downward  adjustment  of  the  birth  factor  and  the  upward  adjustment  of 
the  death  factor  denotes  a slight  lowering  in  the  age  composition  of  the 
population. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  119  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  an 
increase  of  34  as  compared  with  1960. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  19.7  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  16.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17.4  for 
England  and  Wales. 


Still-Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  3 still-births  were  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  24.6  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births, 
as  compared  with  10.6  in  the  previous  year  and  with  18.7  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  64,  an 
increase  of  5 on  the  total  for  the  year  1960. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  8.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  12.0  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Respiratory 
Diseases,  Cancer,  and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  25.2  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  23.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  21.4  for  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 10  years 
10 — 15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 70  years 
70 — 75  years 
75 — 80  years 
80 — 85  years 
85 — 90  years 
90  years  and  over 


2 1 3 


1 — 1 

3 1 4 

7 2 9 

5 2 7 

5 3 8 

7 6 13 

2 8 10 

4 3 7 

-22 


All  Causes  ...  36  28  64 
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Causes  of  Death  In  1961 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

i. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  



— - 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  



— 

— . 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

- — 

— 

— „ 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— - 

■ — 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— . 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— . 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  



_ 

_ - , 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

1 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

1 

i 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 



14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

4 

D 

L 

6 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

— 

— • 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  

— 

— 

— - 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

2 

7 

9 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

10 

4 

14 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

2 

1 

3 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

1 

4 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

5 

5 

10 

24. 

Bronchitis  

i 

I 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system  

2 

2 

4 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

* 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

- — . 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

2 

2 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

' 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

36 

28 

64 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1961 


Causes  of 
Death 

— i 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

J 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

C/3 

JCj 

* — < | 

G 

O 

£ j 

Os 

1 

Total  under 

1 year 

Retro-pharyngeal 

abscess 

Broncho- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

pneumonia  ... 

i 

i 

2 

TOTALS 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Bucks 
Water  Board  and  it  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  in  quantity.  The 
water  for  this  area  is  derived  from  wells  and  boreholes  sunk  into  the 
chalk  at  New  Ground,  Dancers  End  and  Hawridge. 

The  distribution  system  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  town  was 
reinforced  during  the  year  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  continued 
new  development  by  the  laying  of  1,077  yards  of  6"  dia.  main  in  Icknield 
Way. 

Thirty  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  raw  water 
before  treatment  and  88  examinations  of  the  treated  water  into  supply. 
Two  samples  of  raw  water  were  found  to  contain  coliform  organisms  in 
concentration  of  1 and  3 per  mis.  Ail  gave  satisfactory  results  on 
resampling.  Chemical  analysis  also  gave  satisfactory  results.  The  water 
is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

A complaint  was  received  from  three  householders  who  had  occupied 
new  dwellings  on  the  Icknield  Way  Estate  regarding  “black  grit”  in  the 
water.  Samples  of  the  water  were  taken  and  the  laboratory  report  stated 
that  the  grit  “appears  to  be  mineral  and  as  it  does  not  affect  the  bacterial 
quality  of  the  water,  would  not  be  prejudicial  to  health”.  A further 
report  stated  that  the  grit  “may  be  particles  of  metallic  iron;  they  may 
have  originated  in  the  cutting  of  the  galvanised  pipes”. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains:  — 
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Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

6,050 

2,137 

6,050 

— 

— . 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  preparation  of  the  tender  documents 
by  the  Consulting  Engineers  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  sewage  dis- 
posal works  was  nearing  completion  and  in  December,  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  gave  general  consent  for  the  work  to 
proceed  during  the  period  of  restricted  capital  expenditure.  The  imple- 
mentation of  this  scheme  is  now  most  urgent  as  is  evident  from  the 
Council’s  decision  in  December  to  make  all  future  planning  permissions 
for  new  buildings  conditional  on  the  work  not  starting  until  the  recon- 
struction of  the  disposal  works  has  begun. 

270  yards  of  foul  sewer  was  laid  in  Beaconsfield  Road  thus  enabling 
most  of  the  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  in  this  street  to  be  dispensed  with. 
Another  2270  yards  of  foul  sewers  were  laid  in  new  housing  estates. 

Suitable  arrangements  have  been  made  with  a neighbouring 
Authority  for  the  emptying  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  at  short  notice. 
The  cost  of  this  service  is  recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  has,  with  a few  exceptions,  been 
maintained  throughout  the  year  despite  the  continued  new  housing 
development  and  the  recurring  staff  shortages. 

The  refuse  tip  at  Miswell  Farm  was  extended  by  almost  one  acre, 
the  land  being  leased  from  the  County  Council  for  a period  of  not  more 
than  six  years.  Controlled  tipping  on  this  land  was  commenced  in  July. 
In  November  the  Council  convened  a meeting  of  five  neighbouring 
authorities  to  consider  the  general  problem  of  refuse  disposal  in  the  area. 
After  a full  and  frank  discussion  it  became  clear  that  this  Council  must 
keep  the  problem  of  refuse  disposal  continually  under  review  as  it 
appears  that  in  the  forseeable  future  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  suit- 
able arrangements  to  transport  all  the  refuse  to  some  disposal  place 
outside  the  Urban  District  and  owned  by  another  Authority. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors): 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

11 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

31 

19 

• — 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  Outworkers’ 
premises)  

2 

TOTAL  

44 

25 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  OUTWORKERS: 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  11 

Total  ...  11 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 
There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District. 


HOUSING 

The  problem  of  slum  clearance  became  more  urgent  as  the  condi- 
tion of  many  of  the  unfit  houses  continued  to  deteriorate.  As  only  eight 
Council  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year,  very  little  progress 
was  made  with  the  demolition  or  closure  of  unfit  houses.  Only  three 
dwellings  were  demolished  and  one  dosed.  However  a contract  was 
placed  for  the  site  works  on  Housing  Site  14  at  Meadow  Close  and  at 
the  dose  of  the  year  the  construction  of  the  roads  and  sewers  was  well 
under  way.  This  site  will  contain  101  dwellings  and  proposals  for  their 
erection  in  three  phases  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry.  It  is  hoped 
therefore  that  1962  will  see  substantial  progress  in  slum  clearance.  The 
erection  of  12  houses  at  New  Road  was  also  commenced  during  the 
year. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  below,  private  enterprise  houses 
were  being  completed  at  an  average  rate  of  six  per  week  but  the  majority 
of  these  houses  were  occupied  by  families  moving  into  the  town  with  a 
resultant  increase  in  population. 


88 


During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were:  — 

(a)  Commenced  only  ; 


- — 

Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

12 

3 -bedroom  houses 

274 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick 

8 

2 and  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

298 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.61  was 
as  follows:  — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1,1*45  to  31.12.61: — 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Woodland  Close  

46 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Gamnel  

24 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Dundale  Road  

10 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Meadow  Close  

6 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Goldfield  

40 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Goldfield  Estate  

17 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour ; 1 and  2-bedroom  bungalows 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  commenced  but  not  completed  at 
31.12.61:— 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Number 

Commenced 

Number 

Completed 

New  Road 

12 

3 -bedroom  houses 

12 

Nil 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  In  hand,  but  where  a start  has  not  been 
made  at  31.12.61: — 


Site 

Proposed 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Meadow  Road  (Site  14) 

101 

Various.  (Roads  and  sewers  under 

construction). 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1961  ...  180 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  inspection  of  food  and  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District 
requires  much  more  attention  and  in  order  to  carry  out  this  and  other 
outstanding  work,  the  Council  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  an  Addi- 
tional Public  Health  Inspector,  but  the  position  had  not  been  filled  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

1.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area: 


Fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Butcher  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Greengrocers  6 

Grocers  and  mixed  trade  including  sugar  confectionery  ...  26 

Bakers  and  confectioners  4 


2.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 


and  Drug  Act : 

Ice-Cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Preserved  food  premises 9 

Number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations,  1949  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  milk  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  10 


Systematic  and  regular  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  was 
not  possible  owing  to  shortage  of  Public  Health  staff.  Arrangements  to 
build  a new  food  preservation  and  preparation  room  at  one  butcher’s 
premises  were  concluded. 

4.  Meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  two  slaughterhouses  is  disposed  of 
at  a dog  food  factory  situated  in  a neighbouring  district,  where  it  is 
sterilized  and  processed.  Unfit  food  surrendered  at  other  food  premises 
is  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  refuse  tip  and  comprised  of  the  following: 

Butchers  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147  lbs. 

Tinned  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47  lbs. 


194  lbs. 


5.  Special  consignments  of  food  — In  December  a message  was  received 
from  the  Port  Health  Authority,  Pool  of  London  to  the  effect  that  153 
cartons  of  frozen  Chinese  chicken  were  to  be  consigned  to  a food  pro- 
cessing factory  in  the  district;  the  product  had  been  sampled  and  four 
out  of  five  samples  contained  coagulase  positive  staphylococcus  with  a 
count  varying  from  11,000  to  80,000  per  gram.  The  factory  owner  had 
arranged  to  sterilize  the  chickens  for  a London  firm  but  when  interviewed 
he  agreed  not  to  receive  the  product  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
his  sterilizing  equipment  was  not  fitted  with  recording  thermometers. 
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6.  No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  Urban  District. 


7.  Systematic  enforcement  and  inspections  under  the  Food  Ffygiene 
Regulations,  1955-56  was  not  possible  due  to  shortage  of  Public  Health 


staff. 


Meat  Inspection 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  Meat  at  one  was 
inspected,  whenever  possible,  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  at  the 
other  by  private  practice  Veterinary  Surgeons.  Most  of  the  meat  is 
consumed  outside  the  district. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other 
disease  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1961 : — 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

3,406 

313 

3,053 

7,178 

2,815 

— 

Number  inspected  

2,998 

273 

2,050 

4,451 

615 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

2 

3 

2 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

823 

15 

382 

15 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  

27.5 

— 

0.9 

8.6 

2.9 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

1 

■■MM— 

. 



Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

.004 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  

■ 

- - 

_ 



Generalised  and  totally  condemned  ... 

- — 

— 

— 

_ 

• 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year:— 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  

94 

1 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

i 

1 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Poisoning 

Under  1 year  

4 

1 — ■ 2 years  

8 

— 

— 

2—3  „ 

8 

— 

— 

3—  4 „ 

6 

— 

— • 

4—  5 „ 

13 

— 

— 

5—10  „ 

51 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

3 

1 

— 

15—20  „ 

1 

— 

1 

20—35  „ 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  „ 

— 

— 

— • 

45—65  „ 

— 

- — 

— 

65  years  and  over  

— • 

— 

— • 

Age  unknown  

Total  Cases  notified  

94 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Regis- 
ter at  1st  January,  1961 

12 

6 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

1 

. 

- 

-- 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  

1 

— 

1 

— • 

Total  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  Regis- 
ter at  the  end  of  the  year 

12 

7 

1 

1 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 1 years  ... 

--- 

_____ 

--  . - 

- 

_____ 

1—  5 „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  „ ... 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  ,, 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  „ 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

_ 

' 

" 

" 1 ' ' 

— 1 ■■ 



- — 

— 

Totals  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  : 

R.  S.  HYND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  : 

K.  W.  M.  HARBORD,  B.A.,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.Q.,  D.P.H. 

(Granted  leave  of  absence  from  October  1960  to  July  1961) 

A.  Wilkes,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

E.  E.  Henderson,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h.  (As  from  2nd  January  1961) 

B.  A.  Richards,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.r.c.o.g.  (Part-time  as  from  11th  Sept.  1961) 
V.  P.  Houghton,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

and 

E.  S.  M.  Barnes,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.r.c.o.g. 
(Part-time  to  22nd  July  1961) 


Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time)  i 

D.  D.  Brown,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

H.  W.  John,  l.m.s.s.a. 

F.  C.  J.  Fawcett,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

M.  A.  Knox,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 
M.  Kandell,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.r.c.o.g. 


Divisional  Nursing  Officer  i 

Miss  J.  C.  Maughan,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v..  Queen’s  Nurse 


Miss  G.  Austin 
Miss  C.  J.  B adcock 
Miss  M.  L.  Baker 
Mrs.  B.  Bowyer 
Miss  S.  I.  Evans 
Miss  M.  Pritchard 


Health  Visitors  % 

Miss  L.  Brackley 
Miss  O.  B.  Ives 
Miss  R.  M.  S.  Johnson 
Mrs.  M.  Kennedy 
Miss  C.  N.  McConachie 
Miss  I.  Whitman 


Mrs.  K.  Clift 

(Part-time) 

Mrs.  M.  Hook 

(Part-time) 

Mrs.  M.  McMahon 

(Part-time) 


Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives  : 


Miss  R.  Coroner 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Nelson 


Miss  J.  Carter 
Miss  M.  Chalker 
Miss  A.  K.  Davies 
Miss  M.  Bring 


Miss  U.  Neil 
Miss  J.  L.  Powell 

District  Nurse/Midwives  : 
Miss  P.  M.  Gilman 
Mrs.  M.  McConnell 
Miss  I.  Murrell 
Miss  S.  Philip 


Miss  M.  R.  Plumb 
Miss  M.  1.  Snell 


Miss  F.  R.  Phillips 
Miss  J.  S.  Slater 
Miss  K.  Yearsden 


Midwives  : 

Miss  L.  Abrahams  Miss  I.  Saxby 


Miss  I.  M.  Belle 


Mrs.  D.  Knight 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Mayo 


District  Nurses  : 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Cox  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Hamlyn  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  G.  Nasse  (Part-time) 


Clinic  Nurses : 

Mrs.  P.  Bathe  Mrs.  E.  Griffin  Mrs.  N.  Kerry  Mrs.  P.  Tovey 


Chief  Clerk  : 
Mr.  D.  Marling 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  — SERVICES 


Introduction 

In  this  section  of  the  report  an  account  is  given  of  the  services 
provided  in  the  Division  by  the  County  Council.  The  account, 
designedly  brief,  reviews  the  health  services  from  the  local  angle  and 
gives  emphasis  to  the  local  facts  and  figures.  For  information  on  policy 
and  development  of  the  health  services  reference  should  be  made  to  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Division,  which  comprises  the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead, 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  and  Tring  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted,  covers  an  area  of  51,355  acres 
and  has  a population  of  95,330.  The  increase  of  the  population,  5,050 
over  the  previous  year,  is  greater  than  the  expected  increase  and  is  a 
reflection  of  the  statistical  information  obtained  by  the  Census  of  1961. 

Staff 


The  Medical  Staff  consists  of  a Divisional  Medical  Officer,  who 
is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  five  constituent  authorities  in 
the  Division,  three  full-time  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  six 
part-time  Medical  Officers  engaged  on  a sessional  basis  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  clinics. 

The  Nursing  Staff,  who  are  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
Divisional  Nursing  Officer,  consists  of  15  Health  Visitor/School  Nurses, 
two  of  whom  are  part-time,  17  District  Nurse/Mid  wives,  of  whom  6 are 
also  Health  Visitors,  5 District  Nurses,  3 of  whom  work  part-time  only, 
3 Midwives  and  4 part-time  Clinic  Nurses.  The  general  establishment 
for  nursing  staff  was  increased  by  two  whole-time  nurses. 

In  addition,  certain  medical  auxiliaries  on  the  central  staff  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  give  whole-time  or  part-time  services  in  the 
Division.  They  include  a Psychotherapist,  Psychiatric  Social  Worker, 
Mental  Welfare  Officer,  Speech  Therapist,  Orthoptist,  Physical  Educa- 
tion Instructor  and  Home  Help  Organisers.  The  Divisional  Dental 
Service  is  staffed  by  part-time  Dental  Officers. 

After  the  numerous  nursing  staff  changes  of  1960,  with  all  the 
upset  and  difficulties  these  changes  inevitably  cause,  last  year  was  a 
year  of  relative  calm  and  stability.  Only  five  nurses  left  the  service  and 
of  these  one  remained  in  the  area  as  a Tuberculosis  Visitor  and  two, 
who  left  for  a further  year’s  training  for  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate, 
are  expected  to  return  to  the  Division  on  completion  of  their  training. 
Replacements  were  found,  fortunately,  for  all  and  a further  two  nurses 
were  also  engaged  to  cope  with  the  growing  needs  of  the  area.  Viewed 
from  a nursing  standpoint  it  was  a year  of  progress  and  continuity;  the 
fewer  nursing  changes  meant  the  greater  opportunity  for  each  nurse  to 
get  to  know  and  appreciate  the  community  she  serves  and,  equally  im- 
portant, for  the  community  to  get  to  know  the  nurse  and  appreciate 
the  value  of  her  work. 

In  the  middle  of  the  year  Dr.  Harbord  resumed  his  duties  in  the 
Division  after  an  academic  year’s  leave  of  absence  to  take  his  Diploma 
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in  Public  Health  of  London  University.  Dr.  Harbord  was  the  first 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  to  be  given  leave  of  absence  under 
the  County  Council  Bursary  Scheme  for  post-graduate  training  in  Public 
Health  and  it  is  pleasant  to  record  both  his  pioneering  effort  and  his 
academic  success.  His  return  placed  the  Division  in  the  enviable  posi- 
tion of  having  all  its  whole  time  Medical  Officers  with  a University 
Diploma  in  Public  Health. 

The  close  ties  with  the  hospital  and  general  practitioners  were 
maintained  and,  wherever  possible,  the  relationship  was  kept  on  a per- 
sonal level.  The  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  Health  Visitors 
continued  their  rota  of  attendances  at  the  paediatric  clinics  at  the  West 
Herts  Hospital  and  owe  much  to  Dr.  Luder,  the  Consultant  Paediatri- 
cian, for  his  sustained  interest  and  teaching.  The  strong  tie  with  Dr. 
Robinson,  the  Consultant  Geriatrician  at  St.  Paul’s  Hospital  was  main- 
tained to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  the  hospital  and  the  health 
department.  The  link  with  Dr.  Randell,  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist  and 
his  out-patients  clinics  at  the  West  Herts  Hospital  was  greatly  strength- 
ened: indeed  what  may  previously  have  been  the  weakest  link  might 
well  become  the  strongest. 

The  same  personal  relationship  between  the  staff  and  general  practi- 
tioners was  encouraged,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  relationship 
now  is  much  closer  and  happier  than  it  was  in  the  past.  The  general 
practitioner  no  longer  refers  to  the  clinic  doctor  and  nurse  by  title  for 
he  now  meets  them  and  knows  them  by  name.  It  is  this  more  personal 
relationship  which  has  lead  to  a better  understanding  and  a clearer  re- 
cognition of  how  each  can  help  the  other. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1961 


Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 

Area  (acres)  .... 

7.193 

20,231 

1,952 

17,572 

4,407 

51,355 

404,524 

* 

Population  

55,700 

13,740 

13,520 

6,320 

6,050 

95,330 

836,960 

46,166 

Live  Births  

1,206 

216 

237 

103 

119 

1,881 

15,030 

000 

* 

Still-births  

29 

5 

5 

1 

3 

43 

271 

* 

Deaths  

408 

122 

138 

61 

64 

793 

7,919 

* 

Deaths  under  1 
year  of  age  . . . 

13 

1 

4 

3 

3 

24 

259 

* 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1,000  esti- 
mated popula- 
tion : 

Crude  

21.6 

15.7 

17.5 

16.3 

19.7 

19.6 

18.0 

17.4 

Adjusted  

16.0 

15.7 

17.2 

16.0 

19.7 

* 

16.3 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000 
estimated 
population : 
Crude  

7.3 

8.9 

10.2 

9.7 

10.6 

8.3 

9.5 

12.0 

Adjusted  

11.3 

9.9 

11.0 

9.4 

9.5 

* 

10.7 

— 

Infective  and 
Parasitic 
diseases  ex- 
cluding T.B. 
but  including 
Syphilis  and 
other  V.D.  ... 

0.05 

0.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

0.04 

* 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 
System  

0.05 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.05 

♦ 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

* 

♦ 

Respiratory 
Diseases  (ex- 
cluding tuber- 
culosis of  res- 
piratory sys- 
tem)   

1.33 

0.73 

0.96 

1.27 

2.64 

1.27 

* 

* 

Cancer  

1.35 

2.18 

1.92 

2.06 

2.15 

1.65 

1.76 

* 

Heart  and  Circu- 
latory Diseases 

2.24 

2.98 

3.62 

4.12 

3.64 

2.76 

2.85 

* 

Vascular  lesions 
of  the  Nervous 
System  

1.01 

1.82 

1.41 

1.27 

1.49 

1.28 

* 

* 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1961 

(continued) 


Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

i 

l- — 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 

Infant 

Mortality 

10.8 

4.6 

16.9 

29.1 

25.2 

12.7 

17.2 

21.4 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

6.6 

0.0 

12.7 

29  1 

8.4 

8.0 

13.6 

15.5 

Early  Neo- 
Natal 

Mortality 

5.8 

o 

b 

12.7 

29.1 

0.0 

6.9 

12.2 

* 

Peri-Natal 

Mortality 

29.2 

21.6 

33.1 

38.5 

24.6 

29.1 

29.7 

* 

Still-Birth 

Rate 

23.5 

21.6 

20.7 

9.6 

24.6 

22.3 

17.7 

18.7 

Maternal 

Mortality 

0.81 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.52 

0.59 

0.3 

* Figures  not  available. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during 
1961  was  1,881  (973  males,  908  females),  an  increase  of  105  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE  was  19.6  per  1,000  estimated  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  19.7  for  1960. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  71  or  3.8%  of  the  total  live 
births  compared  with  70  and  3.9%  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  793  (399  males,  394  females),  an  increase  of  12  on  the 
total  for  1960. 
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The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  8.3  per  1,000 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  8.6  for  the  previous  year. 

The  principle  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were: — 

1 . Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

2.  Cancer. 

3.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

4.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  83%  of  the  total  deaths. 

Infasit  Mortality 

In  1961  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  24, 
a decrease  of  7 from  the  previous  year.  15  infants  were  under  four  weeks 
of  age  at  time  of  death. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  12.8  per  1,000  live  births 
as  compared  with  17.5  for  1960. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  was  12.2  as  compared  with  16.5  for  1960. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  was  28.2  as  compared  with  27.5  for  1960. 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  deaths  of  all  infants  under 
one  year  of  age: — 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

j 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year  of  age 

Congenital  heart 
disease  

1 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Congenital 

Malformations 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Prematurity 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Intracranial 

Haemorrhage 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Retropharyn  geal 

abscess  

— ___ 

T---  . 

— 

1 

1 

Fibrocystic 

1 

disease  

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Infanticide 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningococcal 

i 

Meningitis 

1 

TOTAL  

12 

3 

— 

— 

15 

6 

2 

— 

1 

24 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Smallpox 

The  country  was  entirely  free  in  1961  from  Smallpox  until  the  last 
week  of  the  year,  when  a single  case  was  notified  in  the  London  area. 
Though  we  were  not  to  know  it  then,  it  was  the  start  of  a series  of  small 
outbreaks  of  Smallpox,  all  importations  from  overseas,  which  were  to 
lead  to  a state  of  near  panic  in  certain  areas  of  the  country.  However, 
what  happened  in  the  early  months  of  1962  is,  for  the  purpose  of  this 
record,  another  story  and  yet  to  be  told.  Certainly  the  one  case  Which 
was  reported  occurred  so  late  in  the  year  that  it  could  not  have  had  any 
effect  on  the  vaccination  statistics,  locally  or  nationally. 

It  is  encouraging  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  downward  trend  in 
vaccination  which  was  reported  in  1960  was  halted  last  year.  The  num- 
ber of  infants  vaccinated  increased  by  8%  and  the  acceptance  rate  of 
61%  was  20%  higher  than  the  national  average.  This  is  the  important 
age  group  to  vaccinate  if  Smallpox  is  to  be  kept  in  check  and  if  the 
dangers  associated  with  mass  vaccinations,  often  demanded  when  epi- 
demics threaten,  are  to  be  avoided.  The  importance  of  infant  vaccina- 
tion cannot  be  too  often  stressed  even  in  the  years  when  Smallpox  does 
not  make  its  presence  felt.  This  country,  in  these  days  of  air  travel,  is 
too  close  to  endemic  areas  to  forget  the  disease  altogether. 

Details  of  the  various  age  groups  vaccinated  and  re- vaccina  ted  are 
given  below: — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—15 

years 

15  + 
years 

Totals 

Vaccinations 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

774 

83 

34 

9 

1 

901 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

369 

115 

42 

89 

76 

691 

Re- V ACCINATIONS 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

1 

1 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

— 

8 

35 

116 

159 

Total  vaccinated  and 
re-vaccinated 

1,143 

198 

84 

133 

194 

1,752 

In  general,  vaccinations  were  unaccompanied  by  anything  other 
than  a mild  local  reaction. 


Diphtheria 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  reported,  indeed  only  fifty-four  confirmed 
cases  were  recorded  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  last  year. 

Diphtheria  has  become  a rare  disease,  but  like  Smallpox,  causes 
great  excitement  when  it  makes  an  appearance.  Two  swallows  may  not 
make  a summer  but  two  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  one  district  nowadays 
would  certainly  make  headline  news,  and  be  regarded  as  a local,  if  not 
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national,  catastrophe.  It  is  a salutary  thought  that  many  doctors  who 
only  recently  graduated  may  never  have  seen  a patient  with  diphtheria 
or  have  any  personal  recollection  of  the  ghastly  epidemics  of  only  two 
decades  ago. 

The  fact  that  the  disease  has  almost  been  wiped  out  is  due  to  the 
protection  given  by  immunisation,  a protection  which  must  be  given  to 
future  generations  if  the  present  immunity  is  to  continue.  Fortunately 
this  truth  is  realised  by  the  large  majority  of  parents  in  the  area  and 
our  immunisation  rate  among  infants  and  young  children  remains 
encouragingly  high. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a change  in  the  method  of  recording 
immunisation  statistics  for  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  was  made 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Immunisations  are  now  shown  in  the  year  of 
the  child’s  birth  and  not,  as  previously,  in  the  year  the  immunisation 
was  done. 


Year  of  birth 

1961 

1960 

1959-57 

1956-47 

1946 

upwards 

Totals 

Primary 

Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

627 

619 

168 

90 

7 

1,511 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

212 

256 

97 

155 

4 

724 

Secondary  or 
Re-Inforcing 
Injections 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

44 

990 

1,034 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

— 

18 

332 

4 

354 

Total  of  primary  and 
secondary  immuni- 
sations   

839 

875 

327 

1,567 

15 

3,623 

Whooping  Cough 

Whooping  Cough  was  remarkable  last  year  only  by  its  absence,  for 
no  more  than  eight  cases  were  recorded.  When  it  is  recalled  that 
Whooping  Cough,  was,  until  very  recent  years,  one  of  the  commonest 
infectious  diseases  of  childhood,  often  occurring  in  large  epidemics, 
eight  cases  only  among  a population  approaching  one  hundred  thou- 
sand is  a truly  remarkable  event.  Without  doubt  this  happy  state  of 
affairs  is  largely  a measure  of  the  success  of  the  vaccination  campaign 
among  infants  so  energetically  waged  over  the  past  ten  years. 

Last  year,  as  in  previous  years,  large  numbers  of  infants  were  vac- 
cinated and,  indeed,  the  great  majority  of  children  in  the  division  are 
protected  against  Whooping  Cough.  It  can  be  no  surprise,  therefore, 
that  we  are  so  little  affected.  Plainly,  it  is  our  duty  to  ensure  that  this 
will  always  be  so  by  seeing  that  the  vaccination  campaign  loses  none 
of  its  energy  and  drive. 
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Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  are  given  below: — 


Year  of  birth 

1961 

1960 

1959-57 

1956-47 

Totals 

Primary  Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

621 

705 

190 

25 

1,541 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

195 

243 

87 

119 

644 

Secondary  or  Re- Inforcing 
Injections 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

6 

5 

11 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

— 

1 

11 

201 

212 

Total  of  primary  and  second- 
ary immunisations  

816 

948 

294 

350 

2,408 

Poliomyelitis 

It  is  pleasant  to  record  that,  for  the  third  successive  year,  the  divi- 
sion was  free  from  Polio  and  so  free  from  the  misery  which  the  illness 
mevitaby  brings  in  its  train.  There  was  no  polio  patient  to  admit  to 
hospital,  there  perhaps  to  face  an  unhappy  future,  and  no  ‘'contacts” 
to  suffer  the  irksome  restrictions  which  the  necessary  preventive  mea- 
sures 'inevitably  impose.  The  Health  Department,  free  from  the  work 
of  contact  tracing  and  surveillance,  was  able  to  give  its  undivided  atten- 
tion to  the  vaccination  campaign. 

The  table  at  the  end  of  this  section  shows  the  progress  made  in  the 
vaccination  campaign.  The  factories  were  again  visited  to  complete  the 
programmes  begun  in  1960  and  open  sessions  were  again  held  regularly 
at  the  Churchill  and  Berkhamsted  clinics.  It  is  perhaps  natural  that 
the  main  concentration  of  effort  was  directed  towards  the  children  for 
it  is  by  paying  the  greatest  attention  to  the  protection  of  the  young  that 
the  future  freedom  of  all  from  Polio  will  eventually  be  achieved.  The 
welfare  clinics  offered  vaccination  to  infants  and,  indeed,  their  mothers 
and  the  vaccination  state  of  school  children  was  checked  both  at  school 
entry  and  school  leaving.  Few  children  succeeded,  if  that  is  the  right 
word,  in  escaping  the  vaccination  net. 

The  year  saw  the  introduction  of  the  fourth  injection  for  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eleven  years  inclusive,  i.e.  those  attending 
the  infant  and  junior  school.  The  Ministry,  introducing  the  innovation 
in  April,  requested  that  the  vaccinations  should  be  done  before  the  polio 
season  began.  That  this  was  possible  in  the  short  time  available  was  due 
to  the  generous  co-operation  of  all  the  Head  Teachers  concerned,  not 
only  in  allowing  the  injections  to  be  given,  but  in  doing  their  utmost  to 
ensure  the  scheme  was  a success.  With  their  help  it  was  possible  to 
vaccinate  seven  thousand  children  at  school  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
nearly  nine  thousand  had  received  a fourth  injection  with  just  over  a 
thousand  receiving  the  injection  from  the  family  doctor. 

While  the  fourth  injections  were  being  given  to  children  the  Mini- 
stry of  Health  urged  Local  Health  Authorities  to  use  the  resultant 
publicity  to  intensify  the  vaccination  campaign  among  adults.  As  many 
expected  the  supply  of  vaccine  failed  to  keep  pace  with  the  demands 
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and  by  August  the  open  sessions  had  to  be  abandoned  and  the  vaccine 
reserved  for  a very  limited  priority  group.  For  the  remainder  of  the 
year  the  vaccine  continued  in  short  supply  and  the  vaccination  pro- 
grammes were,  of  necessity,  severely  curtailed.  The  one  ray  of  hope 
came  towards  the  end  of  the  year  with  the  announcement  of  the  release 
of  the  oral  vaccine  in  the  New  Year. 

Details  of  the  vaccination  statistics  are  given  below: — 


Vaccinated  in 

Total  Vaccinated 

1961 

to  31.12.61 

1.  Vaccinated  with  two  injections:  — 

(a)  Children  born  in  years  1943-1961 

2,689 

26,512 

(b)  Young  Persons  born  in  years 

1933-1942  

508 

7,261 

(c)  Persons  born  before  1933  who 

have  not  passed  their  40th  birth- 

day 

2,356 

8,694 

(d)  Others  (special  categories,  over  40 

or  age  unknown)  ... 

121 

296 

5,674 

42,763 

2.  Number  vaccinated  with 

THREE  INJECTIONS  

6,532 

37,112 

3.  Number  vaccinated  with 

FOUR  INJECTIONS  

8,843 

8,843 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified  last  year,  43  as  compared  with  34  in  1960.  The  disease  was 
again  mild  and  free  from  complications. 

Measles 

The  year  was  again  an  epidemic  year  for  Measles  and  1,722  cases 
were  notified.  As  in  the  epidemic  of  1959  the  disease  was  widely  dis- 
seminated throughout  all  districts  of  the  division  but  the  illness  was 
relatively  mild  and  without  complications  so  that  none  suffered  greatly. 

With  the  two  year  epidemic  cycle  persisting  and  with  the  continual 
high  incidence  of  cases  it  is,  indeed,  fortunate  that  Measles  remains  a 
mild  illness  for  no  effective  vaccine  against  it  has  yet  been  produced. 
Vaccine  trials  have  been  made  but  so  far  they  are  more  of  experimental 
interest  than  of  practical  use. 

Measles,  both  in  prevalence  and  severity,  is  akin  to  such  non- 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  as  Rubella,  Chicken  Pox  and  Mumps:  all 
are  relatively  mild  illnesses,  usually  without  complications  and  usually 
much  more  of  a nuisance  than  an  illness.  The  effect  of  last  year’s 
epidemic  was  felt  far  more  severely  by  parents  and  teachers,  whose 
domestic  and  teaching  routines  must  have  been  badly  disorganised,  than 
by  the  patients  who  probably  suffered  little. 

Any  illness,  however  mild,  is  always  deserving  of  attention  but  is 
it  still  necessary  to  retain  Measles  as  a statutory  notifiable  disease?  Dur- 
ing the  height  of  the  epidemic  in  March  and  April  a weekly  average  of 
140  cases  were  notified  and  usually  by  the  time  the  notifications  were 


105 


received  it  was  too  late  for  any  preventive  measures  to  be  taken,  if, 
indeed,  preventive  measures  in  an  open  community  are  practical.  Out- 
breaks of  Rubella,  Chicken  Pox  and  Mumps,  though  not  statutory 
notifiable,  always  become  quickly  known  to  the  Health  Department 
and  doubtless  outbreaks  of  Measles,  if  made  a non-notifiable  infectious 
disease,  would  not  remain  hidden  for  long.  Statistics  must  have  a 
greater  significance  than  purely  numerical  if  they  are  to  be  worth  the 
expense  of  collection.  Measles  statistics  have  long  ago  ceased  to  have 
any  real  value  to  the  community  and  their  continued  collection  irrita- 
tingly increases  the  nuisance  value  of  this  relatively  insignificant  illness. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  1961  (Corrected) 


District 

Disease 

Boiough  of 

Hemel 

Hempstead 

Rural  District 
of  Hemel 
Hempstead 

Urban  District 
of 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

of 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

of  Tring 

Totals  for 

Division 

Scarlet  Fever 

30 

3 

10 

43 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 

8 

Measles  

1,117 

126 

314 

171 

94 

1,722 

Dysentery  

Meningococcal 

2 

5 

— 

2 

* 

9 

Meningitis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

7 

Food  Poisoning 

16 

1 

1 

— 

1 

19 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Infectious  Hepatitis 
Tuberculosis 

6 

2 

1 

1 

10 

Pulmonary 

22 

2 

7 

2 

1 

34 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

4 

l 

1 

2 

8 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

There  were  830  home  confinements  last  year,  of  whom  826  were 
attended  by  County  Council  mid  wives.  The  number  of  mid  wives  em- 
ployed by  the  County  Council  in  the  Division  was  20,  of  whom  17 
served  in  the  dual  capacity  of  District  Nurse/Midwife.  In  706  of  the 
826  confinements  attended  by  the  County  Council  midwives,  the  mid- 
wives  attended  as  midwives  whereas  they  attended  the  remainder  as 
maternity  nurses.  Gas  and  Air  analgesia  was  administered  to  739 
patients  and  Pethidine  injections  were  given  to  454  patients.  Compared 
with  1960  the  total  of  domiciliary  confinements  decreased  by  2.5%  last 
year. 

The  total  number  of  confinements  among  residents  in  the  Division 
was  1,867,  an  increase  of  52  or  2.9%  over  the  previous  year  and  the 
percentage  of  domiciliary  confinements  to  total  confinements  decreased 
by  3%  to  44%.  Of  the  1,037  confinements  in  hospitals  and  nursing 
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homes  799  were  in  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital,  Hernel  Hempstead.  There 
were  117  confinements  in  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital  among  patients  whose 
residence  lay  outside  the  Divisional  area. 

Within  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough  the  percentage  of  domiciliary 
confinements  to  total  confinements  was  46%  as  compared  with  49%  in 
1960,  whereas  for  the  remaining  areas  of  the  Division  the  domiciliary 
percentage  was  41%  as  compared  with  42%  in  the  previous  year.  The 
similar  national  percentile  average  was  slightly  lower  than  in  1960  at  a 
little  over  35%. 

Two  points  emerge  from  the  year’s  statistics  which  are  significant. 
Firstly  the  increase  in  the  number  of  domiciliary  confinements  where 
the  midwife  acted  as  a maternity  nurse  with  a doctor  present  at  the 
delivery  and  taking  responsibility.  In  1959  the  percentage  of  maternity 
nurse  bookings  was  90%  but  last  year  it  fell  to  85%. 

The  new  regulations  for  ante-natal  care  under  the  general  practi- 
tioner/obstetrician scheme  perhaps  makes  this  change  inevitable  but  the 
question  will  arise,  if  the  trend  continues,  whether  the  diminished  res- 
ponsibility which  the  midwife  will  experience  when  engaged  as  a mat- 
ernity nurse  only  will  lessen  her  interest  in  her  calling.  In  the  interest 
of  domiciliary  midwifery  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  not,  for  it  would  be 
the  death-knell  of  the  service  as  it  exists  today. 

The  second  point  of  interest  is  the  further  slight  increase  in  the 
percentage  of  hospital  confinements;  3%  in  the  Borough  and  1%  in  the 
remainder  of  the  division.  The  increase  in  the  Borough  was  partly  due 
to  a reduction,  for  a brief  time,  of  the  normal  10  day  post-natal  period 
and  partly  to  a reduction  in  the  number  of  patients  admitted  to  St. 
Paul’s  Hospital  from  outside  the  divisional  boundary.  It  was  not  due 
to  any  increase  in  the  number  of  maternity  beds  at  St.  Paul’s  Hospital 
for,  regrettably,  the  opening  of  the  fourth  ward,  confidently  predicted  in 
the  last  Annual  Report,  failed  to  materialise. 

One  call  was  made  on  the  “Flying  Squad”  Unit  based  at  the  Wat- 
ford Maternity  Hospital.  No  calls  were  made  on  the  units  based  at  the 
Royal  Bucks  Hospital,  Aylesbury,  the  Luton  Maternity  Hospital  and 
the  St.  Albans  City  Hospital. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

The  decline  in  the  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  continued 
and  because  of  the  falling  number  of  patients’  arrangements,  to  begin  in 
the  New  Year,  were  made  for  both  clinics  to  be  held  successively  on 
the  same  morning  with  the  same  doctor  in  charge. 

The  details  of  the  attendances  at  the  two  clinics  in  the  Division  are 
listed  below: — . 


Clinic 

Number 

of 

Sessions 

Number 

of 

Patients 

Number 

of 

Attendances 

Average 

attendance 

per 

Session 

“ Churchill  ”, 

Hemel  Hempstead 

49 

40 

187 

3.8 

Berkhamsted  

24 

21 

111 

4.6 
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Relaxation  clinics  continued  to  grow  in  popularity  and,  in  sharp 
contrast  to  the  trend  in  ante-natal  clinics,  new  relaxation  clinics  were 
established  rather  than  old  ones  abandoned.  Expectant  mothers  need 
little,  if  any,  encouragement  to  attend  these  clinics  for  their  value  in 
labour  has  been  proved  beyond  doubt. 

Child  Welfare  Centres. 

The  clinic  attendace  “habit”  continued  unabated  and  there  were 
more  clinics  to  attend.  In  September  one  was  opened  at  Highfield,  the 
latest  developmental  area  of  the  Borough,  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  sessions  at  the  Leverstock  Green  Clinic  to  be  increased  early  in 
the  New  Year  from  one  to  two  sessions  per  month.  The  new  clinic  for  Berk- 
hams  ted  was  begun  towards  the  middle  of  the  year,  after  an  unfortunate 
delay  of  twelve  months,  and  its  expected  opening  in  September  of  this 
year  is  eagerly  awaited.  The  new  clinic  will  serve  a rapidly  growing 
area  of  the  town  and  replace  the  old  clinic  accommodation  in  North- 
church,  Despite  severe  accommodation  difficulties  this  clinic  has  grown 
in  five  years  from  an  average  attendance  of  15-20  twice  monthly  to  40- 
50  weekly.  The  new  clinic,  with  its  dental  suite  and  facilities  for  ophthal- 
mology, orthoptics,  speech  therapy,  mental  health  and  the  home  help 
service  will  make  a very  welcome  contribution  to  the  health  services  in 
Berkhamsted  and  particularly  to  its  western  area. 

The  section,  this  year,  has  been  given  its  correct  title  “Child  Welfare 
Centres”  rather  than  the,  perhaps,  more  commonly  used  “Infant  Welfare 
Centres”.  It  is  not  always  appreciated  how  many  children  over  one  year 
of  age,  in  other  words  over  the  infant  stage,  attend  the  centres.  Last 
year’s  attendance  returns  show  that  68%  of  the  children  were  under  one 
year  at  the  time  of  their  first  attendance,  14%  were  between  one  and 
two  years  and  18%  between  two  and  five  years.  But  whatever  the 
correct  title,  most  mothers,  and,  indeed,  most  doctors  and  nurses,  will 
continue  to  refer  to  “The  Clinic”  and  use  the  title  not  only  as  a place 
name  but  as  a place  name  for  which  they  have  affection  as  well  as 
respect. 


WELFARE  FOODS  DISTRIBUTION 

There  are  27  centres  in  the  Division  from  which  Welfare  Foods 
(National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin 
Tablets)  are  distributed.  Of  these  distribution  centres  17  are  situated  in 
Infant  Welfare  Centres,  7 in  local  shops  and  three  are  staffed  by  the 
W.V.S. 

Supplies  are  ordered  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office  from  a 
main  depot  at  Chesham  and  deliveries  to  the  centres  are  either  made 
directly  from  the  main  depot  or  by  local  transport  from  a County 
Council  depot  in  Hemel  Hempstead. 


The  following  Welfare  Foods  were  distributed  during  the  year: — 


National  Dried  Milk 

Orange  Juice  

Cod  Liver  Oil 
Vitamin  A and  D Tablets 


8,275  tins 
44,047  bottles 
4,639  bottles 
5,511  packets 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


I am  indebted  to  Dr.  K.  W.  M.  Harbord  for  the  following  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Services: — 

Introduction 

There  is  but  one  period  in  a lifetime  when  the  individual  is  liable 
to  statutory  health  supervision — the  school  years.  Almost  the  whole 
population  is  examined  medically  at  least  three  times  during  these  years, 
without  opportunity  for  avoidance.  A great  opportunity  is  here  presented 
to  the  School  Health  Services  to  prevent  disease,  to  educate  in  health 
and  to  guide  towards  health  those  who  may  be  already  suffering  from 
disease. 

Prevention  of  disease  is  sometimes  possible  by  immunisation.  More 
often  it  is  only  possible  to  prevent  disease  causing  harm,  by  its  early 
detection  and  by  the  initiation  of  early  treatment,  or  health  education. 
For  the  purpose  of  prevention  by  early  detection  there  are  four  “screens” 
through  which  each  schoolchild  must  pass.  These  are  the  four  periodic 
medical  examinations,  carried  out  at  school  entry — 5 years,  at  7 years, 
at  11  years  and  at  15  years.  Defects  discovered  at  these  examinations 
are  singled  out  for  treatment,  for  guidance  or  for  more  intensive 
observation. 


Medical  Inspections 

During  the  year  5,808  periodic  medical  inspections,  2,698  re- 
inspections of  previously  discovered  defects  and  56  special  inspections 
were  carried  out  at  the  58  schools,  one  special  school  and  one  nursery 
school  of  the  Education  Authority  in  this  Division. 

Because  of  the  increase  in  commitments  to  the  prevention  of  disease 
by  immunisation  (the  B.C.G.  and  poliomyelitis  inoculation  schemes)  as 
well  as  the  Increase  in  the  number  of  schoolchildren  and  of  periodic 
medical  inspections,  it  has  not  always  been  possible  to  adhere  strictly  to 
the  policy  of  visiting  each  school  once  a term.  There  are  widely  held 
views  that  the  policy  of  interim  medical  inspections  at  the  7 year  and  1 1 
years  age  groups,  should  be  discontinued.  It  is  argued  that  this  would 
free  the  health  staff  to  visit  each  school  more  frequently  than  once  a 
term.  A closer  liaison  could  be  established  between  teachers  and  health 
staff.  More  time  would  be  available  for  health  education  and  known 
defects  would  receive  closer  attention.  If,  however,  the  interim  medical 
inspections  were  discontinued  a system  would  have  to  be  devised  to 
ensure  the  School  Medical  Officer  became  aware  of  all  illnesses  in 
children  affecting  their  education.  Inevitably  the  school  teachers  would 
have  to  accept  a larger  measure  of  responsibility  for  the  ascertainment 
of  disease. 

The  following  table  shows  that  the  number  of  defects  requiring 
treatment  is  greater  in  almost  every  category  for  the  combined  interim 
inspections  than  for  either  the  entry  or  the  leaving  inspections.  The 
statistics,  therefore,  rather  suggest  that  the  continuation  of  the  interim 
medical  inspections  is  still  a necessary  policy  even  though  the  time  con- 
suming nature  of  such  a policy  is  regretted. 
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Defects  found  at  Medical  inspections 


Periodic  inspections 


Others 

Entrants 

Leavers 
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Total 

Defect  or  Disease 
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Skin  

Eyes : 

26 

19 

32 

18 

49 

52 

107 

89 

428 

(a)  Vision  

77 

173 

94 

62 

200 

193 

371 

(b)  Squint  

23 

11 

2 

2 

23 

10 

48 

23 

(c)  Other  

Ears : 

■ 

5 

2 

'' 

4 

9 

6 

14 

(a)  Hearing 

7 

23 

3 

11 

14 

39 

24 

73 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

8 

19 

1 

2 

7 

18 

16 

39 

(c)  Other  

2 

7 

— 

3 

2 

8 

4 

J8 

Nose  and  Throat  

30 

78 

7 

7 

16 

46 

53 

131 

Speech  

8 

36 

2 

2 

12 

18 

22 

56 

Lymphatic  Glands 

2 

9 

1 

— 

— 

3 

3 

12 

Heart 

2 

43 

— 

8 

1 

57 

3 
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Lungs  

Developmental : 

18 

45 

4 

11 

17 

62 

39 

118 

(a)  Hernia  

5 

5 

1 

— 

1 

7 

12 

(b)  Other  

Orthopaedic : 

4 

14 

1 

— 

3 

48 

43 

31 

8 

57 

(a)  Posture  

9 

3 

20 

16 

77 

50 

(b)  Feet  

40 

21 

30 

13 

65 

63 

135 

97 

(c)  Other  

Nervous  System : 

28 

31 

6 

5 

14 

24 

48 

60 

(a)  Epilepsy  

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

3 

7 

4 

(b)  Other  

Psychological : 

2 

8 

— 

10 

4 

15 

6 

33 

(a)  Development 

5 

4 

1 

6 

1 

17 

7 

27 

(b)  Stability  

16 

29 

6 

5 

18 

55 

40 

89 

Abdomen 

3 

4 

1 

2 

2 

12 

6 

18 

Other  

5 

15 

6 

16 

10 

60 

21 

90 

TOTAL  
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1,058 

1,646 

Prevention  of  Disease  by  Immunisation. 

The  eradication  of  disease  that  can  be  prevented  by  immunisation 
must  take  pride  of  place  in  any  health  scheme  and  to  this  end  the 
B.C.G.  immunisation  programme  has  been  increased  in  extent  and  in 
quality.  It  has  been  extended  to  include  children  from  13  years  to  school 
leaving  age.  The  quality  has  been  improved  in  the  identification  of 
strong  and  weak  positive  reactions  to  the  tuberculin  skin  test.  Those 
showing  a strong  positive  reaction  were  given  a full  clinical  examination 
by  the  Consultant  Chest  Physician,  in  addition  to  the  chest  X-ray  that 
is  also  given  to  those  with  weak  positive  reactions.  No  cases  of  active 
tuberculosis  were  found. 

The  following  table  shows  a summary  of  the  results  of  this  scheme 
from  its  inauguration  in  1957  up  to  this  year. 
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Year 

Number 

eligible 

Percentage 

acceptance 

Number 

tuberculn 

skin-tested 

Number 
positive  to 
skin-test 

Percentage 

negative 

Number 

vaccinated 

1957 

1,108 

71% 

728 

99 

86% 

629 

1958 

1,269 

75% 

914 

118 

87% 

94 

1959 

1,261 

73% 

867 

90 

89% 

775 

*1960 

1,902 

69% 

1,271 

113 

91% 

1,158 

1961 

1,911 

78% 

1,458 

95 

94% 

1,364 

(^Scheme  extended  to  include  13  years  up  to  school  leaving  age) 


This  table  clearly  shows  that  the  percentage  negative  to  skin-test 
has  been  steadily  rising  in  spite  of  fluctuation  in  the  other  figures.  This 
can  only  mean  that  the  campaign  against  tuberculosis  is  reducing  the 
number  of  active  cases  in  the  community  and  therefore  reducing  the 
risk  of  young  people  contracting  the  disease.  A low  community  level  of 
immunity  is  also  brought  about,  however,  so  that  B.C.G.  immunisation 
becomes  all  the  more  important. 


Special  Surveys 

Survey  of  visual  defects  in  Secondary  School  children: — 

No  service  should  be  without  a progressive  policy.  This  often  means 
self-examination  and  analysis  of  existing  conditions.  The  Survey  of 
Visual  Defects  is  such  an  introspection. 

For  some  years,  it  has  seemed  that  visual  defects  occur  with  greater 
frequency  in  the  later  years  of  school  life.  This  implies  that  the  interval 
between  the  periodic  inspection  at  12  years  and  that  at  15  years,  is  too 
long.  Annual  visual  testing  would  provide  a more  efficient  “screen’'1  for 
visual  defects  arising  in  Secondary  School  children.  As  a preliminary 
measure  a survey  was  instituted  to  determine  the  need  for  this  measure. 

While  yet  incomplete,  the  survey  shows  that  a very  small  propor- 
tion of  visual  defects  remain  undetected  in  Secondary  Schools. 

Eueuresis  Alarm  Survey: — 

During  the  year  six  eneuresis  alarms  were  provided  for  use  in  the 
Division.  It  was  decided  to  run  a survey  of  those  children  receiving  this 
treatment.  In  view  of  the  length  of  time  required  for  treatment  (minim 
ally  6 weeks),  but  twelve  cases  have  received  treatment  up  to  the 
present.  There  have  been  six  successes  and  six  failures.  Those  successes 
that  have  been  kept  under  observation  for  six  months  or  more  have 
shown  that  success  has  been  maintained. 

The  50%  success-rate  might  be  expected  to  be  improved  upon  sub- 
sequently, as  the  most  intractable  cases  (and  therefore  the  least  likely 
to  be  successful)  received  treatment  first. 


Special  Climes 


Ophthalmic  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Dr.  Norman  Gardener,  Consultant 
Ophthalmologist,  at  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted. 
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Weekly  clinics  on  Friday  mornings  are  held  at  “Churchill”,  Park 
Road,  Hemel  Hempstead.  Because  of  the  large  number  of  cases  await- 
ing review  eight  additional  sessions  were  necessary  in  November  and 
December.  Altogether  during  the  year  there  were  53  sessions  at  which 
658  attendances  were  made  with  spectacles  prescribed  for  160  children. 

Fortnightly  clinics  on  Saturday  mornings  (or  by  arrangement  as 
the  waiting  list  requires)  are  held  at  the  Hut,  Butts  Meadow,  Berkham- 
sted.  During  the  year  there  were  14  sessions  at  which  199  attendances 
were  made  with  spectacles  prescribed  for  71  children. 

Orthoptic  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Miss  D.  C.  Hall,  County  Orthoptist. 

Weekly  sessions  are  held  at  “Churchill”,  Park  Road,  Hemel  Hemp- 
stead, on  Monday  and  Friday,  a.m.  and  p.m.  During  the  year  there  were 
161  sessions  at  which  1,062  attendances  were  made.  12  children  were 
discharged  as  cured  while  the  treatment  of  9 other  children  was  dis- 
continued. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Miss  V.  Press,  Speech  Therapist. 

Weekly  clinics  are  held  in  Hemel  Hempstead  at  “Churchill”,  Park 
Road  (Mondays,  a.m.  and  p.m.),  Adeyfield  Hall  (Fridays,  a.m.  and  p.m.), 
Bennetts  End  Community  Hall  (Tuesdays,  a.m.  and  p.m.),  Warners  End 
Hall  (Wednesdays,  a.m.)  and  in  Berkhamsted  at  The  Hut,  Butts  Meadow 
(Wednesdays,  p.m.). 

During  the  year  339  sessions  were  held  at  which  there  were  1,574 
attendances.  127  were  still  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  year — 40  under 
treatment  and  87  under  observation. 

Child  Guidance  Clinics: 

Children  requiring  child  guidance  treatment  or  estimation  of  in- 
telligence quotient  are  referred  to  the  clinics  at  St.  Albans  or  Watford. 

Dental  Clinics: 

No  new  dental  clinics  were  opened  in  the  Division  and  the  number 
of  sessions  held  was  approximately  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
With  the  recruitment  of  an  Orthodontist  on  the  staff  of  the  County 
Dental  Officer  an  Orthodontic  session  was  held  on  Thursday  afternoons 
at  “Churchill”.  The  majority  of  the  dental  sessions  were  again  under- 
taken by  part-time  dental  officers. 

Breathing  Exercises  Clinic: 

Children  suffering  from  chest  complaints  which  might  benefit  from 
breathing  exercises  are  referred  to  the  clinic  from  the  primary  schools 
after  medical  examination.  The  clinic,  which  is  held  weekly  on  Tuesday 
mornings  during  school  term  periods  at  “Churchill”,  Park  Road,  Hemel 
Hempstead,  is  conducted  by  Miss  N.  Chatterton  of  the  County  Physical 
Education  staff. 


Convalescent  Home  Treatment 

During  the  year  sixteen  children  were  admitted  to  short-stay  holi- 
day homes  for  convalescent  treatment,  the  County  Council  accepting 
financial  responsibility  for  their  maintenance. 
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Handicapped  Pupils 

For  the  year  ended  31.12.61  the  following  handicapped  pupils 
were: — 

(a)  Newly  placed  in  special  schools  or  boarding  homes: 

Delicate 3 Educationally  sub-normal  8 

Maladjusted  6 Deaf  3 

Total:  20 

(b)  Newly  assessed  as  needing  special  educational  treatment  in  special 
schools  or  in  boarding  homes: 

Deaf  4 Delicate 2 

Maladjusted  7 Educationally  sub-normal  19 

Blind  1 

Total:  33 

Number  of  handicapped  pupils  in  special  schools  at  31.12.61: — 

Deaf  or  partially  deaf  ...  18  Educationally  sub-normal  64 

Delicate 4 Maladjusted  23 

Physically  handicapped  ..  6 Epileptic 1 

Speech  Defects 1 

Total:  117 

Number  of  handicapped  pupils  receiving  home  tuition  5 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICES 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  District  Nurses  last  year  at 
25,212,  was  908  more  than  in  1960.  Again  the  concentration  of  visits 
was  among  the  aged  and  those  with  chronic  illnesses. 

If  the  nursing  statistics  are  examined  in  detail  some  interesting 
points  emerge.  The  Borough,  for  instance,  though  it  contains  over  half 
the  population  of  the  division  received  only  one-third  of  the  visits.  The 
extension  of  the  services  last  year  was  entirely  in  the  Borough  where 
over  1,000  more  visits  were  made  than  in  the  previous  year:  the  'total  for 
the  remainder  of  the  Division  actually  fell  by  about  100.  The  pattern  of 
district  nursing  in  the  older  districts  where  the  service  has  long  been 
established  and  widely  used  is  largely  fixed  and,  with  only  relatively 
small  increases  in  population  expected,  should  remain  so.  With  the 
Borough  the  pattern  is  a changing  one,  the  nursing  services  developing 
as  the  areas  develop. 

It  has  long  been  recognised  that  an  effective  Home  Nursing  Service 
can  shorten  a patient’s  hospital  stay  by  allowing  earlier  discharge  home. 
But  the  hospital  may  also,  and  does  in  this  area,  make  use  of  the 
Service  before  a patient’s  admission.  Last  year  as  much  as  17%  of  the 
Borough  district  nurses’  work  was  in  the  giving  of  enemata  for  pre- 
hospital investigation.  If  such  a service  had  not  been  available  or  had 
not  been  utilised  the  length  of  hospital  stay  of  many  patients  would 
have  been  longer.  So  the  hospital,  as  well  as  the  community,  is  vitally 
interested  in  the  development  of  an  effective  Home  Nursing  Service. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

The  year  was  again  one  of  constant  struggle  to  satisfy  the  needs 
of  the  community.  The  pattern  of  allocation  of  home  help  hours  showed 
little  change  with  80%  of  the  total  available  hours  going  to  the  aged 
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and  those  suffering  chronic  illnesses.  The  number  of  domiciliary  con- 
finements, where  domestic  assistance  was  given,  increased  by  thirty-five. 

There  were  two  periods  of  special  difficulty;  the  summer  holiday 
period,  with  a very  restricted  service  for  4-6  weeks,  and  the  winter 
period  when  the  common  winter  ailments  laid  low  some  of  the  Home 
Helps  themselves  or  members  of  their  families  and  in  either  event  put 
them  off  duty.  It  was  during  these  periods  the  service  was  unable  to 
meet  in  full  its  commitments.  At  these  times  the  Organiser  had  to  sort 
the  households  into  those  who  could  get  temporary  help  from  relatives 
and  neighbours  and  those  who  could  not.  A further  difficulty,  common 
to  a certain  extent  throughout  the  year  but  aggravated  at  these  two 
special  periods,  was  the  need,  because  of  local  labour  shortages,  for 
Home  Helps  to  work  in  areas  other  than  their  own.  This  meant  in- 
creased travelling  time  and,  therefore,  less  working  time,  a combination 
which  pleased  neither  the  Home  Helps  nor  the  households  affected. 

Staff  recruitment  remained  difficult  with  the  competition  for  part- 
time  women  workers  apparently  fiercer  than  ever.  Indeed  if  the  present 
employment  trend  continues  the  prospect  of  a materially  larger  Home 
Help  Service  in  the  near  future  is  remote.  An  increase  in  pay  might  help 
but  not  if  industry  and  private  domestic  service  also  increase  their  rates 
of  pay.  The  job  itself,  apart  from  its  rate  of  pay,  must  be  attractive  and 
that  it  can  be  to  some  women  is  proved  by  the  loyal  Home  Helps  who 
continue  in  the  Service. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Last  year  was  the  first  full  year  the  Division  had  the  services  of  the 
two  Mental  Welfare  Officers  who  were  appointed  towards  the  end  of  the 
previous  year. 

In  addition  to  their  work  for  the  mentally  sub-normal  a number  of 
mentally  ill  persons  were  referred  to  them  for  help,  twenty  of  whom 
were  referred  by  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist  from  his  out-patient  clinic 
at  the  West  Herts  Hospital.  Others  were  referred  by  the  General  Practi- 
tioners, Health  Visitors,  other  Social  Workers  or  by  the  patients’  own 
relatives.  Apart  from  the  very  few  who  were  subsequently  admitted  to 
hospital  all  patients  received  a great  deal  of  help  spread  over  a long 
period  including,  in  many  instances,  assistance  with  such  practical 
problems  as  employment  and  re-housing.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Mental  Welfare  Officers  had  a current  caseload  of  135  sub-normal  and 
33  mentally  ill  persons. 

The  Junior  Training  Centre  continued  to  fill  a very  great  need  in 
the  lives  of  the  sub-normal  children  and  adults.  Twenty-seven  children 
under  16  years  of  age  attended  regularly  as  did  also  twelve  older  boys 
and  six  older  girls  who  received  training  in,  among  other  things,  house- 
work and  woodwork.  In  addition  these  older  children  were  able  to  do 
contract  work  from  a local  factory  and  probably  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives  earn  money.  It  says  much  for  the  keenness  of  both  children 
and  parents  that,  despite  the  long  travel  each  day  for  most  children  the 
attendance  rate  at  the  Centre  compared  favourably  with  that  of  an 
ordinary  school.  Equally  such  an  achievement  is  a tribute  to  the  patience 
and  kindness  of  the  staff  at  the  Centre. 
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